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The Southern Regional Assembly had their EMPOWER project Regional Action Plan validated by the 
Interreg Europe Union Technical Secretariat in December 2019. Since then we have been working hard to 
progress the implementation of our Regional Action Plan.  This Regional Action Plan is concentrated on 
the Social Housing Sector in Ireland as follows: 

 Investigate if it is possible to monetise energy savings following the deep retrofit of social housing 
units. 

 Identify, using energy monitoring equipment the actual energy savings created by the retrofitting 
of social housing units. 

 Establish the wider benefits of our retrofitting programme within the social housing sector.   
 
As part of the EMPOWER project we commissioned 3CEA to undertake a feasibility study of our proposed 
financial instrument model to monetise energy 
savings in social housing units in Ireland which was 
completed in December 2019. This study 
unfortunately concluded that the financial model 
will not work in is current configuration.  It 
concluded that the model was too complex with 
too many stakeholders, the scale of funding 
required at a support rate of 80% is not realistic 
and the return on investment would not be 
attractive for Banks or ESCO’s.  However, it has 
opened up the conversation on financial 
instruments for the social housing sector in Ireland 
and created a platform for further discussion.  
 
In February 2020, the Southern Regional Assembly and Cork City Council met with the social housing 
residents of Noonan Road, Cork to outline to them our plan to install energy monitoring equipment in 
social housing units in advance of undertaking a deep retrofit of these units.  We presented our plan to 
assess the energy usage in these units before and after the deep retrofit to identify the deep retrofit 
features that have created the most benefits to reducing energy consumption and energy costs.   

 

    

https://www.southernassembly.ie/eu-programmes/eu-projects
https://www.interregeurope.eu/empower/
https://3cea.ie/
https://www.corkcity.ie/en/


These measurements will also allow Local Authorities to test the actual energy savings before and after 
the deep retrofit to ensure real behaviour change is achieved. Due to COVID-19, the installation of the 
energy monitoring equipment was delayed and we expect that this equipment will be installed in early 
August 2020. 
 
Finally, at this meeting we also requested residents to undertake a survey prior to the deep retrofit so 
that we could assess the comfort levels in these units before and after the deep retrofit that will assist us 
in identifying the wider benefits of our retrofitting programme. All residents who will have energy 
monitoring equipment installed in their homes have now completed this survey.  
 
EMPOWER is a five-year, inter-regional project which commenced January 2017. The project aims to 
reduce carbon output by dynamically monitoring energy efficiency in buildings, with a special focus on 
innovative methods of financing. Consisting of 9-partners: from Ireland, Slovenia, Portugal, Italy, 
France, Sweden, Poland, Germany and Spain. The project was approved for a grant of € 1.90 m by the 
Interreg Europe Programme, through the European Regional Development Fund.   
 
For more about the EMPOWER project you can read here www.interregeurope.eu/empower  or 
https://www.southernassembly.ie/eu-programmes/eu-projects or follow us on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/interregempower and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Empower0/  
 
   

  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
    

  Southern Regional Assembly, Waterford, Ireland 
  Ms. Rose Power, EU Projects Officer, rpower@southernassembly.ie 
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