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Top News 

European Commission’s Autumn 2020

Economic Forecast: Ireland’s economy projected

to contract by 2¼% in 2020 

Ireland’s economy is projected to contract by 2¼% in 2020,

before growing by 3% in 2021 (recovering 2019 levels) and by

2½% in 2022, according to the European Commission’s

Autumn 2020 Economic Forecast released this week. The

Commission finds that  Ireland’s domestic economy was hit

severely by the pandemic control  measures in the first  half  of

the year  but  s t rong exports  by mult inat ionals  cushioned the

fall in real GDP. Employment has been shielded by state

income support  schemes.  The economic contract ion and the

substantive fiscal st imulus are expected to significantly

widen the budget deficit .  Risks to the outlook remain

exceptionally high, the European Commission warns. 

Read more...  

Coronavirus: Two Irish led Covid-19 projects

selected for Horizon 2020 funding 

The European Commission this  week signed grant

agreements,  under Horizon 2020,  with 23 new research

projects that will  receive a total of €128 million to address

the continuing coronavirus pandemic and i ts  effects.  Two of

the projects selected for funding are Irish led: Pintail Ltd is

coordinating the Porsav project into the control of viral

aerosols during surgery (see more on this project below)

while the COVID-X project, led by F6S Network Ireland Ltd, is

looking into bridging the collaboration divide between

eHealth solution providers and healthcare professional

system. In total ,  there are 9 Ir ish partners among the projects

selected for funding. 

Read more...  

EU leaders agree to boost coordination against Covid-19 

Meeting via video conference last Thursday evening, EU leaders agreed to strengthen their collective effort

against  the Covid-19 pandemic,  focusing in part icular  on a common approach to vaccines,  test ing and

tracing. Leaders will  work on the basis of the Commission's recommendation on testing strategies

presented on 28 October.  On tracing, EU leaders discussed the initiative on interoperabili ty between apps

tabled by the Commission and work on a common passenger locator form, which would l ikewise facil i tate

tracing. They also discussed the possibil i ty of harmonising the duration of quarantine.  

Read more...  

Other  news 

New rules protecting Europeans from dangerous chemicals in clothing and textiles

come into effect  

On 1 November, a restriction limiting consumers'  exposure to 33 carcinogenic,  mutagenic or toxic for

reproduction (CMR) chemicals came into effect. The new rules will ensure that everyday clothing, textiles

and footware bought by Europeans are safer,  no matter  which EU country they shop in and whether the

products are EU-made or imported. The rules also apply to texti les l ike bed l inen or upholstery.  

Read more...  
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Read more...  

Water: Commission calls on Ireland to correctly transpose the Water Framework

Directive 

The Commission has asked Ireland to comply with i ts  obligations to fully and correctly transpose the

Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC into national law. The purpose of the Directive is to establish a

framework for the protection of inland surface waters,  transit ional  waters,  coastal  waters and

groundwater,  inter alia,  by preventing their further deterioration, preventing pollution as well  as protecting

and enhancing water  dependent  ecosystems and water  resources.  I reland now has two months to take

appropriate action; otherwise,  the Commission may decide to refer the case to the Court  of Justice of the

European Union. 

Read more...  

European Arrest Warrant: Commission calls on Ireland to comply with the

mandatory time limits 

The Commission is call ing on Ireland to comply with the requirements of the European Arrest  Warrant

(Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA) in particular the mandatory t ime limits.  The European Arrest  Warrant

allows for a simplified cross-border judicial  procedure used in prosecuting or executing a custodial

sentence or detention order.  A warrant issued by a judicial authority of a Member State is valid in the

entire terri tory of the EU. Ireland has two months to take the necessary measures to address the

shortcomings identif ied by the Commission otherwise a reasoned opinion may be sent .  

Read more...  

EU Drugs policy: Ireland urged to implement EU rules 

The European Commission is sending 2 reasoned opinions to Ireland for fail ing to notify the Commission

of national measures taken to fully transpose Directive (EU) 2017/2103 and Commission Delegated

Directive (EU) 2019/369. The aim of Directive (EU) 2017/2103 is to add new psychoactive substances to the

defini t ion of 'drug' .  Ireland now has 2 months to notify the Commission of the measures taken to ensure

the full  implementation of the new rules,  after  which t ime the Commission may refer the case to the Court

of Justice of the EU. 

Read more...  

Commission introduces surveillance of imports of bioethanol 

The European Commission is introducing surveillance of imports into the EU of renewable fuel ethanol

(‘bioethanol ') .  In the context of the economic downturn caused by COVID-19, imports of bioethanol have

significantly increased in the last  months,  at  low prices.  The European bioethanol industry has provided

evidence that  a further increase in imports  would cause economic damage to the sector.  The Commission

has therefore taken immediate steps to enable tracking of import  volumes,  which will  enable the

bioethanol  industry to bet ter  assess the si tuat ion.  

Read more...  

Member States dawdling on gender pay

transparency: Eurofound 

The gender pay gap in gross hourly earnings in the EU was

14.8% in 2018 according to a new report from Eurofound. To

help combat discriminatory pay practices by employers,  the

European Commission recommended in  2014 the

introduction of pay transparency measures in al l  Member

States.  But more than half  st i l l  have not implemented any

such measures.  While Germany, Lithuania and the United

Kingdom have passed legislat ion requiring companies to

produce pay reports,  Ireland is one of five Member States

that are advancing legal proposals: in Ireland a Gender Pay

Gap Information Bill, which will oblige employers to publish

pay reports annually,  is  in the second of the five stages i t  has

to go through before being enacted.  

Read more...  

TCD led project to receive ERC funding to investigate human interactions with the

oceans  

A project led by Poul Holm and Francis Ludlow of TCD is to receive a European Research Council (ERC)
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A project led by Poul Holm and Francis Ludlow of TCD is to receive a European Research Council (ERC)

Synergy Grant.  The other two partners in the project,  which will  investigate the unknown past of human

interactions with the oceans, are the University of Cambridge and the Nova University of Lisbon. The

project is  one of 34 selected this week for a total  funding of €350 mill ion. The grants,  each worth around

€10 million, will  help create some 1,000 jobs for postdoctoral fellows, PhD students,  and other staff in the

grantees '  research teams.  

Read more...  

Irish health researchers exceed European funding targets 

Irish health researchers have secured nearly €85 mill ion from the current EU Framework Programme for

Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020, exceeding the target of €80 million set in 2014. In the 2020

funding round,  which has just  been announced,  Ir ish health researchers have secured €8.2 mill ion spread

across 20 projects that involve Irish participants and will  address areas such as cancer,  heart  failure,

ADHD, the use of artificial intelligence for the care of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and multiple sclerosis

patients ,  the treatment of  mult i-morbid elderly patients  and remote rehabil i tat ion services for  isolated

areas.  

Read more...  

TCD led health research project selected for

Horizon 2020 funding 

A project led by Trinity College Dublin is among 75 health

research research projects  that  have been selected for

funding under the annual  cal l  for  proposals  for  the Health

societal challenge for the final year of Horizon 2020. The

SEURO project, which has a total of 12 parners, will work to

scale up transferable and transformative digital ly integrated

health and social care.  

Read more...  

EU funding to support critical new surgical technologies for Covid-19 (Porsav) 

An Irish led init iative that 's  developing new technology to protect surgeons and patients from COVID-19

has received €2.4m in support from the European Commission. The Porsav project is led by Irish SMEs

Palliare Ltd and Pintail Ltd, in collaboration with University College Dublin, as well as Polish medical device

manufacturer SteriPack and IRCAD, a leading French institution for surgical training. Palliare co-founder,

John O’Dea said: "We are delighted to have assembled such an outstanding multi-disciplinary team and are

grateful  to  the European Commission for  the support  to  conduct  this  research and development  project

aiming to make surgery safer  during this  and future pandemics."  

Read more...  

EU provides €100 million to Mozambique for education, health and social protection 

The European Commission and the Government of  Mozambique this  week signed a budget  support

programme worth €100 mill ion to respond to the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19. The funds will

enable essential  State functions in Mozambique to continue. This includes the safe return of children to

school,  the expansion of social protection, and health services for highly vulnerable people. 

Read more...  

State aid: Commission publishes results of evaluation of EU State aid rules 

The European Commission has published a Commission Staff  Working Document summarising the results

of an evaluation of the State aid rules adopted as part  of the State Aid Modernisation package. The

evaluation concludes that,  overall ,  the State aid control system and rules are fit  for purpose. However,

individual rules will  need some adaptation, also in the light of the recent European Green Deal and the

EU's Industrial and Digital Strategies. 

Read more...  

Ireland records highest rise in household saving rate in the second quarter 

Ireland (+18.1 percentage points)  recorded the highest  r ise in the household saving rate in the second
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Ireland (+18.1 percentage points)  recorded the highest  r ise in the household saving rate in the second

quarter of 2020 compared to the first  quarter according to Eurostat .  The average for the EU countries for

which the data was available was 8.3%. The increase of the saving rate was explained by the strong

decrease of individual consumption expenditure.  The Eurostat  f igures show that Ireland (-21.7%) recorded

the largest  drop in the individual  consumption expenditure of  households over the same period.  

Read more...  

Ireland records highest drop in rail passenger

numbers in second quarter 

Ireland recorded a 94% drop in rail  passenger numbers in the

second quar ter  of  2020 compared to  the  second quar ter  of

2019, the highest fall in the EU. The Eurostat figures show

that rail  passenger numbers across the EU were down by 50%

or more in almost all  of the countries for which the data is

available as a  result  of  measures introduced to stop the

spread of Covid-19.  The only exception was the Netherlands

where passenger numbers remained stable.  The f igures also

show that  numbers were already down in the f i rs t  quarter

when compared to the same period in 2019 -  in  Ireland 's

case, they were down by 18%. 

Read more...  

Agenda 

Monday 9 November: Video conference of Foreign Affairs ministers (trade) 

The Council will  review recent developments related to the trade policy review exercise and the World

Trade Organisation (WTO) reform. Ministers are also expected to debate trade relations with China and the

United States. 

Read more...  

Wednesday 11 November: Online event -

Ireland & Germany's Priorities in post-Brexit

Europe 

The European Movement Ireland and the

Konrad-Adenauer-St if tung are host ing an onl ine event  on

the theme of Ireland & Germany's Priorities in post-Brexit

Europe. The event will reflect on the German Presidency of

the Council of the EU and the Future of Europe post Brexit.

Speakers will include: Simon Coveney TD, Minister for

Foreign Affairs and Minister for Defence; H.E. Ambassador

Deike Potzel,  Ambassador of the Federal Republic of

Germany to Ireland and Matthias Barner, Director

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung UK & Ireland. The event will be

moderated by Noelle O Connell, CEO European Movement

Ireland. Prior registration is essential.  

Read more...  

Thursday 12 November: IIEA webinar - Strengthening Europe’s Health Capacity 

On Thursday lunchtime, 12 November, the Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) will host a

webinar with Jens Spahn MdB, Federal Minister for Health of Germany, on the theme "Strengthening

Europe's Health Capacity". In his address, Minister Spahn will consider attempts to contain the COVID-19

pandemic as a European effort.  As Germany currently holds the Presidency of the Council of the EU at a

crucial moment in both national and EU efforts to suppress the virus,  Minister Spahn will  reflect on lessons

learned to date in managing the pandemic as well as their implications for EU public health policy. 

Read more...  

Friday 13 November: Justice and Home Affairs Council 

EU home affairs ministers will  discuss different aspects of the pact on migration and asylum, proposed by
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EU home affairs ministers will  discuss different aspects of the pact on migration and asylum, proposed by

the European Commission on 23 September.  The Commission's  proposals cover various aspects of

migration and asylum policies,  including: the internal dimension, the external dimension and border

management .  

Read more...  

Monday 16 November: Brussels Connection event organised by the European

Movement Ireland 

European Movement Ireland is organising its next online Brussels Connection event on Monday afternoon,

16 November. Speakers include: Thomas Byrne TD, Minister of State for European Affairs; Ambassador

Tom Hanney, Permanent Representative of Ireland to the European Union; Noelle O Connell, CEO EM

Ireland; and David Garrahy, EM Ireland Brussels Branch Chair. Further information/registration at the link

below. Brussels Connection is  a great  opportunity for members and friends of the European in Ireland and

Brussels to come together and hear insights from Ireland in Europe. 

Read more...  

Monday 16 November: Video conference of Agriculture and Fisheries ministers 

Information on this meeting will be available at the below link. 

Read more...  

Tuesday 17 November: Free European

Commission SMEDIAs workshop 

The European Commission Representation in Ireland,

supported by European Movement Ireland, is  organising a

free online media workshop on Tuesday morning 17

November 2020 for  third- level  s tudents  from any

background who are applying for the 2021 Student Media

Awards (SMEDIAs) in the European Commission category.

This year 's guest speakers are: Christine Bohan, Deputy

Editor, TheJournal.ie and Elisha Carey, 2020 European

Commission SMEDIAs Prizewinner. Further

information/registrat ion on the l ink below. 

Read more...  

Tuesday 20 November: Video conference of European Affairs ministers 

The Council will  hold a debate on the annual rule of law dialogue and will  assess the situation in specific

member states.  Also on the agenda: the enlargement process in relation to the Republic of Albania and the

Republic of North Macedonia and the state of play of negotiations on the multiannual financial  framework

for  2021-2027.  

Read more...  

Friday 27 November: European Researchers'

Night 

European Researchers '  Night takes place this year on Friday

27 November.  The event is  funded under the Marie

Skłodowska-Curie  act ions programme and aims to br ing

researchers closer to the public.  It  showcases the diversity of

science and its impact on citizens’ daily lives, stimulating

interest  in research careers -  part icularly among young

people. As of now, there are two events listed for Ireland:

Cork Discovers and START (Start Talking About Research

Today) at Trinity College Dublin. For more information, click

on the link below. 

Read more...  

Public consultations 

Driving licence rules – evaluation 

The European Commission is evaluating the legislation on
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The European Commission is evaluating the legislation on

driving l icences and has launched a consultat ion to get  the

public 's views. The results of the consultation will  be taken

into considerat ion to  determine i f  changes and/or

improvements are necessary to the Driving Licence Directive.

The consultation is  open unti l  20 January 2021. 

Read more...  

Calls  for  Tender/Proposals  

Call for expressions of interest - EU Industry Week 2021 Local events 

The European Commission's Directorate General for Internal Market,  Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs

is calling for expressions of interest for local virtual events as part of EU Industry Week 2021. Stakeholders

from all  sectors and ecosystems of industry are invited to submit their  proposals to organise a local  event.

The main thematic focus of  your session should be on the implementat ion of the new industr ial  s trategy

in the post-COVID economic and social reality, with a specific focus on the challenges and needs of

European industrial  ecosystems. The deadline to apply is 15 November 2020. 

Read more...  

Call for expressions of interest: EU Industry Days 2021 Stakeholder sessions 

The European Commission's Directorate General for Internal Market,  Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs

is looking for expressions of interest to organise a stakeholder session as part  of EU Industry Days 2021.

Industr ial  s takeholders from all  sectors and ecosystems of industry are invited to submit  their  proposals

to organise a session that  takes place between 24-26 February 2021. The main thematic focus of your

session should be on the implementation of the new industr ial  s trategy in the post-COVID economic and

social reality,  with a specific focus on the challenges and needs of European industrial ecosystems. The

deadline to apply is 15 November 2020. 

Read more...  
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