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Top News 

EU Commission steps up fight against child

sexual abuse, drugs and illegal firearms 

The European Commission has launched a f ive-year strategy

to improve the f ight against  child sex abuse as est imates

show one in five children in Europe to be victims of some

form of sexual violence. The Commission this week also

adopted new five year act ion plans on drugs and on f irearms

trafficking. The action plan on drugs will  focus among other

things on increasing awareness raising of the adverse affects

of  drugs  and on address ing drug re la ted harms through

access to t reatment ,  r isk and harm reduction,  and a balanced

approach to the issue of drugs in prisons.  The act ion plan on

firearms trafficking will  focus among other things on

reinforcing law enforcement to stop traffickers and on

stepping up internat ional  cooperat ion.  

Read more...  

European Commission secures EU access to

Remdesivir for treatment of COVID-19 

The European Commission this week signed a contract  with

pharma company Gilead to secure EU access to Remsedivir -

the f i rs t  t reatment  authorised against  the coronavirus in the

EU. This will  ensure treatment from early August for

approximately 30,000 patients in the EU and the UK with

severe coronavirus symptoms. The Commission's  Emergency

Support  Instrument will  f inance the contract ,  worth a total  of

€63 million. The Commission is also preparing a joint

procurement for  further  supplies  of  the medicine,  expected

to cover addit ional  needs and supplies as from October

onwards .  

Read more...  

Government launches €500 mill ion

EU-supported long-term lending for SMEs,

farmers and fishing 

The Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise,  Trade and

Employment, Leo Varadkar, the Minister for Finance, Paschal

Donohoe and the Minister for Agriculture,  Food and the

Marine, Dara Calleary this week launched a €500 million

expansion to the Future Growth Loan, the government’s

scheme to support SMEs, farmers and fishing. The additional

funding will  be provided by the European Investment Bank

Group. The Head of the European Commission
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Representation in Ireland, Gerry Kiely, said: "The €500

million Future Growth Loan Scheme launched today is yet

another example of EU support  for  Ir ish farmers and

businesses to face the challenges thrown up by Covid19 and

Brexit." 

Read more...  

Other  news 

EU and China discuss trade and economic

relations 

The European Union and China this week held their  8th

High-Level Trade and Economic Dialogue. The meeting,

which was held via video conference, focused on the joint

response to the coronavirus and global  economic governance

issues,  bi lateral  t rade and investment concerns,  and

cooperation in the area of financial services and taxation. EU

Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan said: “EU-China bilateral

and trade relat ions must  be based on the key principles of

reciprocity and level-playing field based on clear and

predictable rules.  Today I have called upon China to engage

in serious reform of the mult i lateral  system and i ts  rulebook

and to remove the exist ing barriers impeding access to the

Chinese market of EU exporters of goods and services as well

as of European investors." 

Read more...  

Hong Kong: European Council expresses grave concern over national security law 

The European Council  has adopted conclusions expressing grave concern over the national security

legislation for Hong Kong adopted by the Standing Committee of China’s National People’s Congress on 30

June 2020. The conclusions restate the EU's support  for Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy under the

‘One Country, Two Systems’ principle, and its solidarity with the people of Hong Kong, whilst setting out a

coordinated response package of measures in various f ields.  

Read more...  

Coronavirus response: Commission encourages

Member States to use REACT-EU resources 

The European Commission has writ ten to Member States to

encourage them to make use of the REACT-EU fund. The

fund is part of the EU recovery plan, NextGenerationEU, and

will focus on supporting labour market resilience, jobs, SMEs

and low-income families, as well as as well as laying down

future-proof  foundat ions for  the digi ta l  and green

transit ions and a sustainable socio-economic recovery.  At

their summit earlier this month, EU leaders agreed to allocate

the fund a budget of €47.5 bill ion. 

Read more...  

Coronavirus: Commission and European

Investment Fund unlock €100 million for

bus inesses  

The European Commission and the European Investment

Fund have developed a  set  of  measures  to  support  the

venture capital  market  and innovative companies impacted

by the coronavirus pandemic.  The measures,  channelled

through the InnovFin Equity Facility within Horizon 2020, will

translate into addit ional  l iquidity to strengthen the capital

base of European SMEs and small  mid-cap companies.  In

addition, a new €100 million Recovery Equity Facility for

Innovative Technology will  be launched to provide top-up

investment  capaci ty  to  fund managers  to  fur ther  support
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their portfolio companies negatively impacted by the crisis.  

Read more...  

Coronavirus response: Making capital markets work for Europe's recovery 

The European Commission has adopted a Capital  Markets Recovery Package, as part  of the Commission's

overall  coronavirus recovery strategy. The package proposes targeted changes to capital  market rules,

which will  encourage greater investments in the economy, allow for the rapid re-capitalisation of

companies and increase banks'  capacity to finance the recovery. Vice President Valdis Dombrovskis said:

"Today's  targeted amendments wil l  make i t  easier  for  our businesses to get  the funding they need and to

invest in our economy." 

Read more...  

Coronavirus: easier access to finance for

cultural and creative businesses 

The European Investment Fund (EIF) and the European

Commission are launching new COVID-19 support  measures

under the Cultural and Creative Sectors Guarantee Facility to

enhance access to f inance for  small  and medium sized

enterprises (SMEs) and small public enterprises in the

cultural  and creative sectors.  In concrete terms, the new

measures will  incentivise financial intermediaries to provide

more flexible terms and conditions to SMEs and small public

enterprises,  in order to alleviate the resulting working capital

and liquidity constraints caused by the COVID-19 crisis.  

Read more...  

Coronavirus: 45 EU Humanitarian Air Bridge

flights deliver over 1,000 tonnes of medical aid 

The European Commission has coordinated and f inanced the

delivery of over 1,100 tons of medical equipment to critical

areas in Africa,  Asia and the Americas.  Countries supported

include Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, the Central African

Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iran, Sudan,

South Sudan, Haiti, Somalia, Guinea Bissau, Iraq and Yemen.

Forty-five Air Bridge flights have also transported 1,475

medical and humanitarian staff  since 8 May 2020. 

Read more...  

New EU rules agreed on excise duties on alcohol

within the EU 

The European Council  has agreed on new rules governing

excise duties on alcohol within the EU. The new rules will

ensure that  small  and art isan alcohol  producers have access

to a new EU-wide certification system confirming their

access to lower excise duty rates across the Union. There will

also be an increase in the threshold for lower strength beer

to which reduced rates may apply to encourage brewers to

produce beverages with a lower alcohol content.  The new

rules will  be applicable from 1 January 2022. 

Read more...  

Ireland's seasonably adjusted unemployment rate drops to 5.3% in June 

New Eurostat  f igures show that Ireland's seasonably adjusted unemployment rate fell  to 5.3% in June 2020

(from 5.6% in May). The average euro area unemployment rate was 7.8% in June, up from 7.7% in May 2020.

Meanwhile the youth unemployment rate was up to 17.0% in the euro area in June, from 16.5% in May. In

Ireland, the youth unemployment rate was down to 12.8% in June, from 13.25% in May. The Eurostat

f igures use the International  Labour Organisation standard definit ion of unemployment,  which counts as

unemployed people without a job who have been actively seeking work in the last  four weeks and available

to start  work within the next two weeks.  

Read more...  
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Irish people most satisfied with their personal relationships: Eurostat 

New Eurostat figures, published for International Day of Friendship (30 July) show that people in Ireland,

Malta,  Austria and Slovenia were the most satisfied with their personal relationships scoring an average of

8.6 out of 10 compared to an EU average of 7.9 out of 10. Residents in Bulgaria (6.6/10) were the least

satisfied. The figure for Ireland was unchanged since 2013 and varied very litt le with age. 

Read more...  

Predicted climate change impact on the Atlantic

cod habitat 

An EU-funded study has predicted that  cl imate change will

have far- reaching consequences  for  the  deep-sea

environment,  such as seawater warming, acidification, loss of

oxygen and decreased food availability at the sea floor.  These

changes  are  projected to  threaten many deep-sea

ecosystems. The Horizon 2020 ATLAS project has predicted

the cl imate-driven habi tat  changes for  6 coldwater  corals

and 6 commercial ly  important  deepsea f ishes  in  the North

Atlantic by 2081-2100.  The map shows the predicted loss,

preservation (refugia) and gain in habitat for Atlantic cod

(Gadus morhua)  under  a  business-as-usual  c l imate  change

scenario.  

Read more...  

Agenda 

Monday 13 to Thursday 17 September: European Parliament Plenary Session 

Information on this meeting is available at the link below. 

Read more...  

Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 September: Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

Information will be available in due course at the link below. 

Read more...  

Tuesday 22 September: General Affairs Council 

Information on this meeting will  be available in due course at the link below. 

Read more...  

Thursday 24 September: Foreign Affairs Council 

Information on this meeting will  be available in due course at the link below. 

Read more...  

Thursday 24 September: Competitiveness Council (Internal market and industry) 

Information on this meeting will  be available in due course at the link below. 

Read more...  

Friday 25 September: Competitiveness Council (Research) 

Information on this meeting will  be available in due course at the link below. 

Read more...  

Job opportuni t ies  

Administrators in the field of European Law 

The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) has launched

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684433&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684445&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684284&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684289&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684288&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684286&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684287&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684285&newsletter=232&lang=en


The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) has launched

a competi t ion to recruit  talented law graduates to take on a

wide range of tasks in legal policy formulation, research and

participation in international fora.  Applicants must hold EU

citizenship and have a thorough knowledge of at  least  2 EU

languages: Language 1 (one of the 24 EU official languages)

and Language 2 (English or French). They must also have

completed universi ty studies of at  least  4 years at tested by a

diploma in law. 

Read more...  

Job opportunities in the field of innovation and change management 

The European Parliament is  establishing a database of candidates (contract  staff  members in function

group IV) in the field of innovation and change management in i ts  Directorate-General for Infrastructure

and Logistics.  The database will  serve as a pool of candidates for recruitment in Brussels,  Luxembourg and

Strasbourg. Candidates must be citizens of an EU Member State, have a level of education which

corresponds to completed universi ty studies of  at  least  three years’  durat ion at tested by a diploma and

have a thorough knowledge of one of the European Union’s official languages as well as a very good

knowledge of English or French. 

Read more...  

Calls  for  Tender/Proposals  

Communicating Europe Initiative 2020 

The Minister of State for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne, TD, is inviting voluntary organisations,

educational bodies and civil  society groups to apply for funding under the Department of Foreign Affairs

and Trade’s Communicating Europe Initiative. The Communicating Europe Initiative aims to deepen public

awareness of the role the EU plays in our daily lives and improve the quality and accessibility of public

information on European issues,  particularly at  regional or national level.  Projects should communicate

European issues, the role of the European Union, the Future of Europe and Ireland’s place in Europe.

Funding of €100,000 has been made available under the scheme this year.  The closing date for

applications has been extended to Friday 14 August 2020. 

Read more...  

Call for innovative response and recovery

partnerships between EU regions 

The European Commission has launched a new call  for

expression of  interest  to  support  interregional  partnerships

across Europe.  The aim is  to foster  coronavirus response and

recovery at regional level,  focusing on health, tourism,

sustainability and digitalisation. Under this call ,  the European

Commission seeks expressions of  interest  f rom transnat ional

partnerships of  regional  authori t ies  and other  s takeholders

as universities, research centres, clusters and SMEs willing to

pilot  interregional  innovation partnerships aimed at

facil i tat ing the commercialisat ion and scale-up of

interregional innovation projects and to incentivise business

investment.  The call  is open for applications until  7

September 2020.  

Read more...  

European Solidarity Corps 2020 

The European Solidarity Corps 2020 call  for proposals has

been published. This call  for proposals covers the following

actions of the European Solidarity Corps: volunteering

projects;  volunteering partnerships;  volunteering teams in

high priority areas; traineeships and jobs; solidarity projects;

and quality label.  Any public or private body may apply for

funding within the European Solidarity Corps. In addition,

groups of young people registered in the European Solidarity

Corps Portal  may apply for funding for solidarity projects.
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Corps Portal  may apply for funding for solidarity projects.

The deadline to apply is 17 September 2020. 

Read more...  

Compet i t ions  

European Entrepreneurial Region Award

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  

Applications are now open for the European Entrepreneurial

Region (EER) Award 2021-2022. The European

Entrepreneurial Region Award, an initiative of the Committee

of the Regions, identifies and rewards EU regions which

show an outstanding and innovative entrepreneurial  policy

strategy, irrespective of their size,  wealth and competences.

The regions with the most  credible,  forward-thinking and

promising vision plan are granted the label "European

Entrepreneurial Region" for a specific year. 

Read more...  

Public consultations 

EU Arctic Policy 

The European Commission and the European External Action Service have jointly launched a public

consultation on the way forward for the European Union's Arctic policy. The consultation will  enable a

broad reflection on the EU's Arctic policy in the face of new challenges and opportunities, including the

EU's ambitions under the European Green Deal.  The consultat ion seeks input on the strengths and

shortfalls of the existing policy, with a view to possibly preparing an updated approach. The public

consultation is  open unti l  6 November 2020. 

Read more...  

Revision of the Energy Taxation Directive 

The Energy Taxation Directive 2003/96 lays down the EU rules for the taxation of energy products used as

motor fuel or heating fuel and of electricity.  However,  since its adoption in 2003, energy markets and

technologies in the EU have experienced significant developments, and the EU’s international

commitments,  as well as the EU’s regulatory framework in the area of energy and climate change, have

evolved considerably since then. The revision of the Energy Taxation Directive aims to re-shape energy

taxation in a way that  encourages consumers and businesses to behave in a more environmentally way. The

consultat ion is  open unti l  14 October 2020. 

Read more...  

Interregional Innovation Investment initiative 

The European Commission has launched a public consultat ion to hear the views of ci t izens and

stakeholders on the Interregional  Innovation Investment ini t iat ive that  the Commission has proposed to

set  up in the next programming period. The objective is  to collect  ideas for further developments of this

new instrument,  especially on specific aspects such as priority areas for investment,  l inks with EU

priori t ies,  implementat ion mechanisms,  type of support ,  investment needs,  market  fai lure,  investment

readiness,  and more.  The consultat ion is  open unti l  30 September 2020. 

Read more...  

This is the Newsletter of the Representation of the European Commission in Ireland.
If this Newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to receive it  directly you can subscribe h e r e.

You can unsubscribe from this  newslet ter  from your profi le or by contacting us at  this address:  Functionnal mailbox. 

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684204&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684359&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684453&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684454&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection.cfm?item_id=684444&newsletter=232&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/ireland/news/newsletter_en
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/representations/logout.cfm
mailto:Grainne.GALVIN@ec.europa.eu?Subject=Unsubscribe

