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European Commission in Ireland 

Top News 

New agreement with BioNTech-Pfizer to
accelerate the delivery of vaccines 
President von der Leyen announced yesterday that the
Commission had reached agreement with BioNTech-Pfizer
to bring forward the delivery of 50 million vaccine doses to
the second quarter of this year, starting this month: "This
will bring the total doses delivered by BioNTech-Pfizer to
250 million doses in the second quarter. These doses will
be distributed pro-rata to the population, among all the
Member States". The Commission is also entering into a
negotiation with BioNTech-Pfizer for a third contract, to
foresee the delivery of 1.8 billion doses of vaccine over the
period of 2021 to 2023. This contract will entail that not
only the production of the vaccines, but also all essential
components, will be based in the EU. 

Read more... 

NextGenerationEU: European Commission
gets ready to raise up to €800 billion to
fund the recovery 
NextGenerationEU – the temporary recovery instrument at
the heart of the EU’s response to the coronavirus
pandemic – will be funded by borrowing on the capital
markets. The European Commission has taken steps to
ensure that borrowing under NextGenerationEU will be
financed on the most advantageous terms for EU Member
States and their citizens. The Commission will use a
diversified funding strategy to raise up to around €800
billion in current prices until 2026. This will translate into
borrowing volumes of on average roughly €150 billion per
year, which will make the EU one of the largest issuers in
euro. All borrowing will be repaid by 2058. 

Read more... 

Commission presents EU Strategies to
tackle Organised Crime and fight
Trafficking in Human Beings 
The European Commission this week presented a new EU
Strategy to tackle Organised Crime, focusing on boosting
law enforcement and judicial cooperation, tackling
organised crime structures and high priority crimes,
removing criminal profits and ensuring a modern response
to technological developments. The Commission also
presented a new EU Strategy on Combatting Trafficking in
Human Beings focusing on preventing the crime, bringing
traffickers to justice and protecting and empowering
victims. 

Read more... 

Commission approves €60 million Irish
scheme to support SMEs affected by
coronavirus outbreak 
The European Commission has approved a €60 million
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The European Commission has approved a €60 million
Irish scheme to support small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) affected by the coronavirus outbreak.
The scheme was approved under the State aid Temporary
Framework. The scheme, which goes under the name of
the “Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID
(SBASC)”, will be open to companies in all sectors, except
financial institutions and companies operating in the
primary production of agricultural products, fisheries or
aquaculture sectors. 

Read more... 

Other news 

Winning design for the commemorative
coin for 35th anniversary of Erasmus
programme 
The Commission has announced the winning design of the
public vote for a common commemorative €2 coin to
celebrate 35 years of the Erasmus+ programme. The coin
designed by Mr Joaquin Jimenez has been selected, having
received over 22,000 votes. Euro area Member States are
now invited to finalise the next steps in order to proceed to
the minting and issuance scheduled for 1 July 2022. 

Read more... 

Coronavirus: Commission mobilises €123
million for research and innovation to
combat the threat of variants 
The European Commission is mobilising €123 million from
Horizon Europe, the new EU research and innovation
programme, for urgent research into coronavirus variants.
It has launched new calls that complement earlier actions
to develop treatments and vaccines by organising and
conducting clinical trials to advance the development of
promising therapeutics and vaccines against
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19. 

Read more... 

European Solidarity Corps 2021-2027: First
call for proposals to support youth
volunteering activities 
The European Commission has launched the first call for
proposals under the new European Solidarity Corps
2021-2027. With a dedicated budget of over €1 billion for
2021-2027, the new programme offers opportunities to
some 275,000 young people to help address societal and
humanitarian challenges through volunteering or by setting
up their own solidarity projects. This year's priority will be
health and will mobilise volunteers to work on projects
addressing health challenges, including the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and recovery. 

Read more... 

COVID-19: Council agrees its negotiating mandate on the Digital Green
Certificate 
EU ambassadors this week agreed a mandate for negotiations with the European Parliament on the
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EU ambassadors this week agreed a mandate for negotiations with the European Parliament on the
proposal for a Digital Green Certificate. This certificate will facilitate safe and free movement during
the COVID-19 pandemic by providing proof that a person has either been vaccinated against
COVID-19, received a negative test result or recovered from COVID-19. The European Parliament is
expected to adopt its position at its plenary on 26-29 April. 

Read more... 

European anthem from classical to rock:
registration open for European Online
Orchestra to celebrate Europe Day 
Musicians from all over Europe can apply to join the
European Online Orchestra for a performance of a special
version of the European anthem (Beethoven's "Ode to
Joy") for Europe Day 2021. The piece will be presented on
9 May for Europe Day. The project is coordinated and
organised by the world record holder of the largest online
orchestra, Jens Illemann. For Europe Day, he has written
an arrangement of the European anthem, combining
classical music, swing and rock in a crossover style. The
deadline for musical submissions is 25 April. 

Read more... 

Commission proposes to exempt vital
goods and services distributed by the EU
from VAT in times of crisis 
The European Commission has proposed to exempt from
Value Added Tax (VAT) goods and services made available
by the European Commission, EU bodies and agencies to
Member States and citizens during times of crisis. Once in
place, the new measures will allow the Commission and
other EU agencies and bodies to import and purchase
goods and services VAT-free when those purchases are
being distributed during an emergency response in the EU.
The recipients might be Member States or third parties,
such as national authorities or institutions (for example, a
hospital, a national health or disaster response authority). 

Read more... 

Humanitarian aid: EU allocates €54.5 million to Africa's Great Lakes region 
The EU this week announced new funding of €54.5 million in humanitarian aid for the most vulnerable
people affected by human-made or natural disasters, epidemics, and displacement in the Great Lakes
region of Africa. Out of the €54.5 million, over 80% or €44 million will go to humanitarian response in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. €1.5 million is assigned to disaster preparedness in the Republic
of Congo. €9 million is allocated to Burundi and the regional response to Burundian refugees, including
€1 million each for disaster preparedness and education in emergencies. 

Read more... 

Call for expression of interest for a member position in the Management
Board of the European Food Safety Authority 
The European Commission is organising a selection procedure to replace 1 out of 14 members of the
Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) whose mandate will expire on 30
June 2021. After a selection process, the Commission will draw up a list of candidates to send to the
Council, which will then appoint the new members to the Board in consultation with the European
Parliament. The mandate of the new appointee will run until 30 June 2022. The deadline for
submission of applications is 7 May 2021. 

Read more... 

European Commission opens in-depth investigation into proposed
acquisition of Trimo by Kingspan 
The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to assess the proposed acquisition of
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The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to assess the proposed acquisition of
Trimo, arhitekturne rešitve, d.o.o. (‘Trimo') by Kingspan Group plc (‘Kingspan'), under the EU Merger
Regulation. Kingspan, based in Ireland, is a manufacturer of insulating panels, light & air solutions,
water and energy, and data and flooring technology. Trimo, based in Slovenia, is active mainly in the
manufacture of mineral fibre sandwich panels. These panels are used for the construction, renovation
and insulation of a variety of industrial and commercial buildings. 

Read more... 

Ireland has the highest share of
enterprises using Artificial Intelligence:
Eurostat 
Ireland (23%) recorded the highest share of enterprises
that used AI (artificial intelligence) applications in the EU in
2020 according to new Eurostat figures. The EU average
was 7% dropping to 2% in Latvia. Eurostat considered four
applications when compiling the data: use of machine
learning to analyse big data internally; use of a chat
service where a chatbot or virtual agent replies to
customers; use of service robots; and use of natural
language processing, natural language generation or
speech recognition to analyse big data. 

Read more... 

Agenda 

Friday 16 April: The EU and Human Rights -
with EU Special Representative, Eamon
Gilmore 
The European Commission Representation in Ireland, in
co-operation with European Movement Ireland, is hosting
an online event on “The EU and Human Rights,” with the
EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Eamon
Gilmore on Friday morning, 16 April. Eamon Gilmore has
been the EU Special Representative for Human Rights since
March 2019 and was recently re-appointed for a second
two-year term. The event will include a keynote address
from Eamon Gilmore on his role as the EU’s Special
Representative for Human Rights and on the EU’s role in
the protection and promotion of Human Rights. This will be
followed by a Q&A session with the audience. Questions
may be submitted, including in advance, to
events@europeanmovement.ie. The event will be
moderated by Andy Klom, Acting Head of the European
Commission Representation in Ireland. 

Read more... 

Friday 16 April: Eurogroup meeting 
Information on this meeting is available at the link below. 

Read more... 

Friday 16 April: Informal video conference of Economic and Finance
ministers, 16 April 2021 
Ministers will focus on the economic recovery in Europe. They are expected to exchange views on the
economic situation and outlook, the implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility and the
financing of Next Generation EU. The Commission will also update ministers on the state of play on
building the capital markets union, with a focus on the single access point. 

Read more... 

Tuesday 20 April: Digitising our Local
Heritage: Europeana in focus 
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Europe Direct Waterford and Waterford Libraries in
partnership with Waterford Archives, the Digital Repository
of Ireland (DRI) and Europeana are organising a free
webinar "Digitising our Local Heritage: Europeana in focus"
on Tuesday 20 April from 10am – 11am. The Europeana
website gives access to millions of books, music, artworks
and more – with sophisticated search and filter tools to
help researchers find what they are looking for with many
features such as online exhibitions, galleries and blogs.
Click on the link below for further information about the
webinar and to register. 

Read more... 

Tuesday 20 to Thursday 22 April: DigitALL Public conference 
The DigitALL Public conference will feature inspiring speakers from European and international
Institutions, Member States and industry. It will look at the successes in the digital transformation of
public services across the EU and celebrate the beginning of the new Digital Europe Programme. On
Thursday 22 April at 11.30 am, there will be an interview with Darya Yegorina of Cleverbooks
(Ireland), winner of the Digital Innovation Challenge. The Innovation Challenge competition was
organised by the European Commission with a view to promoting the reuse of the CEF Digital Building
Blocks, or digital solutions that can be reused for free by the public and private sector. 

Read more... 

Monday 21 April: Online event - Ireland
and the EU Poll 2021 - The Analysis 
Since 2013, European Movement Ireland has
commissioned RED C Research to conduct a poll of the
opinions of people across Ireland about Europe and the
EU. As in previous years the poll will feature key insights
into Ireland's relationship with the EU. This year’s poll
looks at health care and the EU’s Vaccines Strategy,
defence and security co-operation, tax, EU-US relations,
Brexit and other key areas for the Future of Europe.
Speakers at the event include: Dr. Kathryn Simpson,
Associate Professor in Political Economy, Manchester
Metropolitan University, and Noelle O Connell, CEO of EM
Ireland. The event will be moderated by Shona Murray,
Europe Correspondent, Euronews. Click on the link below
for more information and to register. 

Read more... 

Thursday 22 and Friday 23 April: New European Bauhaus conference 
Registration is now open for the first New European Bauhaus conference organised by the European
Commission. 

Read more... 

Friday 23 April: Model Council of the
European Union debate 
The Model Council of the European Union is an annual
debate for secondary schools organised by the European
Commission Representation in Ireland in conjunction with
the European Parliament Liaison Office in Ireland. The
theme of the 2021 debate is Health, specifically a mock
legislative proposal to provide increased responsibilities to
the Health Security Committee in order to enforce a
coordinated response at EU level to serious cross-border
threats to health. The debate will be live streamed on the
Representation's website from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm on
Friday, 23 April. 

Read more... 
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Monday 26 April: Conference - EU Trade Policy Day 2021 
On Monday 26 April, the European Commission will hold its 2021 Trade Policy Day to discuss its new
Trade Strategy to promote an open, sustainable and assertive trade policy for the EU. European
Commission Executive Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis will open the conference with a discussion
with WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on global trade challenges and the EU’s role in helping
find global responses to them. 

Read more... 

Monday 26 to Thursday 29 April: European Parliament plenary session 
The next plenary session of the European Parliament takes place from 26 to 29 April. Click on the link
below for the agendas. 

Read more... 

Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 April: EU Code
Week Hackathon comes to Ireland 
The EU Code Week Hackathon is an event aimed at
secondary school students aged 15 to 19 years. The
Hackathon begins with a challenge to develop a code that
solves a real-life challenge in just 24-hours. The 10 most
successful teams will then receive training and mentoring
from experts in this field, in order to prepare them for the
second and final round, from which the ultimate winner will
be selected. The lucky team will win further coaching and
mentoring of their ideas and cool IT equipment. The
winning team will also secure a spot at the European pitch
where all the hackathon winners will present their ideas to
a European jury during the official EU Code Week 9-24
October 2021. 

Read more... 

Tuesday 27 April: Horizon Europe Health
Launch Event 
The Health Research Board and Enterprise Ireland are
hosting a Horizon Europe Cluster 1 Health launch event on
Tuesday, 27 April at 10.30 am. Horizon Europe is the EU’s
next funding programme for research and innovation. It
will run from 2021-2027 and be the most ambitious
research and innovation programme in the world owing to
its budget of €95 billion.  Keynote speakers include:
Minister Stephen Donnelly, TD, Minister for Health and Dr
Irene Norstedt, Director, People Directorate, DG Research
and Innovation, European Commission. The event will
provide an overview of the Horizon Europe Health Cluster,
and offer practical advice for researchers submitting
proposals. 

Read more... 

Wednesday 28 April: European Film Factory
webinar: A New platform for film education 
The European Film Factory are hosting a masterclass in
animation cinema for teachers and students with ones of
the most influential authors in the field of animation
cinema, Tomm Moore and art director Ross Stewart.
During the cass, Tomm Moore and Ross Stewart will
discuss their film “The Secret of Kells” (2009), which is
available on the European Film Factory platform. The film
is a unique work of animation that celebrates Celtic art and
the beauty of nature. The masterclass will be held in
English with Italian translation available and will be
recorded. The event takes place on Wednesday morning 28
April from 9 to 10.30 am. 
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Read more... 

Public consultations 

Animal nutrition - modernisation of EU rules on feed additives 
This public consultation aims to collect the views of citizens about EU legislation on the authorisation,
labelling and use of feed additives as well as the views of professional and non-professional
stakeholders. The consultation is open until 17 June 2021. 

Read more... 

Health emergency preparedness and
response authority (HERA) 
The European Commission has launched an online public
consultation on the Health Emergency Preparedness and
Response Authority (HERA). Part of the EU's answer to the
COVID-19 pandemic and a strong European Health Union,
HERA aims to improve Europe's capacity and readiness to
respond to cross-border health threats and emergencies.
The consultation will run until 12 May 2021. 

Read more... 

Calls for Tender/Proposals 

Eurofound Call to Tender: Assessment of the policies to tackle labour
shortages 
The European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound) has
launched a call to tender for "Policy Interventions to Tackle Labour Shortages — Review of Policy
Evaluations". The deadline for e-submission of tenders is: Tuesday, 4 May 2021 at 17:00h Dublin
Time. All of the tender documentation can be downloaded at the link below. 

Read more... 

Competitions 

“My World without Pollution” young artists
competition 
Ahead of this year’s EU Green Week (31 May to 4 June),
the European Commission has launched a call for artistic
entries under the theme “My World without Pollution”,
encouraging young artists to show what a pollution-free
world can look like. The competition is open to young
European artists, aged 0-18. The deadline to submit
entries is 15 May 2021, 18:00 CET. 

Read more... 

European Citizen's Prize 
Applications are open for 'The European Citizen's Prize'.
The prize, which is run by the European Parliament, is an
award for exceptional achievements in promoting: better
mutual understanding and closer integration between
citizens of the Member States or facilitating cross-border or
transnational cooperation within the European Union;
involving long-term, cross-border or transnational cultural
cooperation contributing to the strengthening of a
European spirit; linked to the current European Year; and
projects giving concrete expression to the values enshrined
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union. Citizens, groups of citizens, associations or
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organizations can apply for the European Citizen’s Prize for
projects they have carried out, or can nominate one other
citizen, group, association or organisation for the European
Citizen’s Prize. The deadline to apply is 29 April 2021. 

Read more... 

Youth4Regions competition: aspiring
journalists invited to apply for EU training
programme 
The European Commission has launched the 5th edition of
the Youth4Regions competition for journalism students and
young journalists. Applications from EU Member States,
neighbouring and accession countries are accepted.
Thirty-three applicants will be selected to join the
Youth4Regions programme. The winners will meet in
Brussels during the European Week of Regions and Cities
to follow trainings, receive mentorship from experienced
journalists and visit the EU institutions and media
organisations. The deadline to apply is 12 July 2021. 

Read more... 
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