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Introduction 
The Western Development Commission (WDC) welcomes the publication of the Proposed Material 
Amendments to the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Regional 
Assembly.   

The WDC has provided input on a number of occasions during the preparation of the Draft RSES.  
The WDC made a submission (available here) to the consultation held in early 2018 on the SRA 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy: Issues Paper. We also made a submission (available here) to 
the consultation on the Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Regional 
Assembly in March 2019.  We welcome the inclusion in the Proposed Material Amendments of a 
number of the suggestions made by the WDC in that submission.   

This current WDC submission is made with appreciation and acknowledgment of the fact that the 
Proposed Material Amendments result from the democratic process of public consultation and input 
from the elected members of the Southern Regional Assembly. We also recognise that only the 
Proposed Material Amendments are open for consultation and therefore our comments are 
confined to specific details of the amended text. Our submission is structured according to the 
Material Alteration reference numbers. 

About the Western Development Commission 
The WDC is a statutory body established by government to promote, foster and encourage economic 
and social development in the Western Region. It operates under the aegis of the Department of 
Rural and Community Development (DRCD).  The WDC works in co-operation with national, regional 
and local bodies, including the SRA, involved in western development to ensure that the Western 
Region maximises its full development potential. It does this by:  

 analysing economic and social trends and making policy recommendations;  
 promoting the Western Region through the LookWest.ie campaign;  
 supporting the rural economy through facilitating strategic initiatives (e.g. renewable 

energy, creative economy); and  
 providing risk capital to businesses through the WDC Investment Fund.  

Contact Details  
We are pleased to have the opportunity to make this submission and would be happy to expand on 
any points made if the Assembly or RSES team requires more information, supporting data or 
clarification.  For queries please contact:  

 Ms Deirdre Frost, Policy Analyst deirdrefrost@wdc.ie 
 Dr Helen McHenry, Policy Analyst helenmchenry@wdc.ie 

Western Development Commission 
Dillon House 
Ballaghaderreen 
Co Roscommon 
Ireland  
F45 WY26 
Tel: +353 (0)94 986 1441 
www.wdc.ie    
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Material Alteration 
Number 

WDC Comment 

MA2 The WDC welcomes the recognition that climate action should be at 
the core of the Strategic Vision for the Southern region and the 
Regional Assembly’s stated commitment to lead on Actions to 
address climate as a priority for the RSES.   
 
This echoes the focus of the WDC on climate action and the 
development of a low carbon economy.  Under Action 160 of the 
Climate Action Plan 2019 the WDC is currently undertaking a study of 
the requirements for, and the impacts of, the transition to a low 
carbon economy in the rural western region.  This has a will focus on 
the issues specific to rural regions and rural dwellers which will be 
relevant to the Southern Region.   
 

MA4 The WDC welcomes the new RPO B on Collaboration between 
Metropolitan Areas. The WDC considers that an effective 
collaboration between the cities in the SRA and Galway will be critical 
to supporting the achievement of regional employment and 
population targets. 
 

MA11 We agree that this amended RPO should be included in the final RSES 
for the SRA which concurs with the views submitted by WDC. 
 

MA31 We agree that this amended RPO on the AEC should be included. The 
AEC will also provide a mechanism for collaboration across the AEC 
region and can support greater collaboration as identified in MA4. 
The WDC has agreed with the Department of Rural and Community 
Development (DRCD) to take on the role of co-ordinating AEC activity 
in the region. 
 

MA41 The WDC supports the inclusion of the proposed amendment on 
decarbonisation in the transport sector, recognising the need to 
provide lower carbon alternatives for rural dwellers reliant on private 
car use. 
 

MA53 The WDC supports the inclusion of their proposed amendment on 
smart regions and the inclusion of smaller centres and rural areas. 
 

MA55 The WDC supports this objective and welcomes the SRA seeking 
reporting mechanisms on progress and implementation. 
 

MA56 The WDC supports this objective. 
 

MA65 Support is required for airports other than Dublin to grow passenger 
numbers and support route development. Without better 
international air access into the south and west of Ireland such as 
through Shannon, it will be difficult for these airports to help achieve 
the regional population and employment targets under the RSES. The 
WDC therefore welcomes this objective. 
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MA123 The WDC supports the amendments (b) and (C). The WDC made a 
submission in support of the amendment (c). 
 

MA127 The WDC supports these objectives and in particular amendment (b) 
on Shannon Town as a residential centre to which the WDC had 
provided an observation. 
 

MA130 We agree that this new RPO should be included and in particular the 
amendment (b) in relation to the CAV R&D and testbed in Shannon. 

 
Ends 


