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Introduction to  

Programming  Period 2007-2013 for 

Structural Funds in Ireland  

• All of Ireland qualifies for support under 
Regional Competitiveness and Employment 
Objective (Objective 2) 

• Government decided that SF support to be 
delivered by two Regional Programmes (ERDF) 
and one National Employment Programme 
(ESF) 

• Regional Assemblies designated as the 
Managing Authorities for the two ERDF Regional 
Programmes 



Preparations for 2007-2013 period 

• Preparations commenced two years ago 

 when consultants were commissioned to advise 
on region’s needs for 2007-2013 period 

 

• Extensive consultations undertaken throughout 
the process (public, Departments & Agencies, 
EU Commission) 
 

• A Strategic Environmental Assessment was 
undertaken and the Programme was the subject 
of an ex ante evaluation 

 



Funding available 

• Overall Structural Funds for Ireland greatly reduced – 
total of €901m vs. €3.8bn in 2000 – 2006 period 
 

• S&E Regional OP significantly reduced – Structural 
Funds €146.5mn vs. €576mn in last OP 
 

• Negotiations with D/Finance and other Agencies has 
secured additional funding (OP budget now c€681m) 
 

• EU co-financing rate of 40% applies so the co-financed 
budget for the Programme is €365m 
 

• Several non co-financed investments are included in the 
Programme 



Design of the Programme 

Many factors influenced the prioritisation 

in the draft Programme, principally;  
 

• EU Priorities (Lisbon, Gothenburg, ERDF Regulations) 
 

• National Policies and Strategies 
 

• Development needs of the Region 
 

• Submissions from regional and local bodies 
 

• Level of funding available 
 

• Other Programmes (NDP 2007-2013, Rural 
Development Programme) 
 

• Need for a geographical and thematic balance  



Development Strategy  

• Having regard to all of the above factors the 

development strategy is to concentrate 

resources on three broad priorities: 
 

  - Innovation and Knowledge Economy 

  - Sustainable Urban Development 

  - Environment and Accessibility 

 

 



Innovation and Knowledge 

Economy 
Priority is explicably linked to the Lisbon Agenda. 

 

– Will seek to develop the competitiveness base of the Region by 
moving towards a well developed knowledge economy. 

– Priorities will focus on three themes as follows: 

• Increasing the regional research capacity across the Region 
and ensuring greater transfer and commercialisation of the 
research (delivered through Higher Education Institutes) 

• Improving the entrepreneurial base of the Regions small 
indigenous enterprises (delivered through City/County 
Enterprise Boards) 

• Exploring the possibility of stimulating and promoting 
knowledge transfer and promoting innovation in the SME 
sector in urban and rural areas  

 



Sustainable Urban Development 

– Building on the work of the NSS, and recognising that the Urban 
centres are drivers of the regional economy, this priority is 
targeted at the major urban centres in the region in support of 
both the Lisbon Agenda competitiveness objectives and the 
need to promote greater intra-regional balance in the interest of 
greater internal cohesion 

– Support for actions which will contribute to enhancing the 
attractiveness of the city/town and how they can contribute to 
improving its development potential through enhancement of the 
economic, social and environmental conditions of the city/town 

– Priority is the focus of three themes: 

• Gateway Challenge Fund 

• Hub Challenge Fund 

• Inter-Gateway Collaboration 



Environment and Accessibility 

– Priority largely focused on the Gothenburg Agenda 

and seeks to protect and enhance the environmental 

conditions in the Region to assist both 

competitiveness and the long term sustainability of 

economic development in the region. 

– Priority focused on three key areas: 

• Initiatives to promote alternative energy production and 

energy efficiency 

• Promoting increasing regional accessibility to broadband for 

SME’s 

• Protecting ground water conditions and raw water sources 

(non co-financed) 

 



 

Information & Communication 

Technology Accessibility 

The low ranking of Ireland in EU and OECD Broadband 

league tables reflects the late launch of competitive, 

affordable broadband by private broadband service 

providers 

• Objectives 

– The objective will be to provide regional centres 

with choices of keenly priced ICT infrastructures 

and improve the attractiveness of locations to 

high value inward investment 



ICT Accessibility Objectives (cont.) 

− Provide a backhaul solution and ensure all 
MANs have access to more than one 
backbone network 

− Increase the rate of broadband uptake, 
particularly outside the larger urban centres 
and to ensure the universal availability of 
high-speed internet access to both enterprise 
and service users 

− Address demand stimulation through a series 
of initiatives 



ICT Accessibility Objectives (cont.) 

• Indicative Operations 
 

− MANS extension 
 

− Backhaul Initiatives 
 

− Rural Broadband Infrastructure – National 

Broadband Scheme 
 

− Demand Stimulation 



 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 


