1.0 | Introduction
1.1 | Overview

Limerick City is the largest urban centre in Ireland’s Mid-West and the country’s third largest city.
The NPF supports ambitious growth targets to enable Limerick City to grow by at least 50% to 2040
and to enhance its significant potential to become a city of scale.

Shannon is a significant employment centre with assets such as Shannon International Airport,
Shannon FreeZone and the International Aviation Services Centre (IASC). Though located within
different counties, (19km apart), both Limerick City and Shannon are interdependent, with their
complementary functions contributing to a combined strength which is a key economic driver for
the Southern Region.

The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, as defined by the “Implementation Roadmap for the
National Planning Framework” is a logical progression of the relationship which exists between
these two urban centres. Significant strategic investment in recent decades including the—N?Z

Limerick Tunnel_(N7);_.and improved links to Dublin (the N7 Dublin-Limerick motorway) and Galway
(M18) have unleckedhelped unlock their joint potential.

1.2 | Spatial Definition

The boundary of the Limerick Shannon MASP has been defined by the Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Governments (DHPLG) Circular FPS04/2018 and accompanying document
“Implementation Roadmap for the National Planning Framework”.

This clarifies the boundary of each metropolitan area based on Electoral Division boundaries to
enable key data and patterns to be monitored for the area in tandem with each Census.

The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area includes the continuous built up area of Limerick City and
Suburbs (as defined by the CSO) and Shannon in Co. Clare. It also includes (population 2016 in
brackets) Annacotty (2,930), Castleconnell (2,107), Patrickswell (847), Clarina (294), and Mungret
(277) in Limerick and Sixmilebridge (2,625), Ardnacrusha (1,383), Clonlara (713), Cratloe (692),
Ballycannan (638), and Bunratty (349) in Clare. The map below clarifies the boundary, as provided
by the DHPLG, of the Limerick Shannon MASP.

Limerick Shannon MASP
Policy Objective 1: Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area

a. It is an objective to strengthen the role of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area as an
international location of scale, a complement to Dublin and a primary driver of economic and
population growth in the Southern Region.

b. It is an objective to promote the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area as a cohesive metropolitan
area with (i) the city centre as the primary location at the heart of the metropolitan area and region
(i) compact growth and regeneration of Limerick city centre and suburbs, (iii) compact growth and
regeneration of Shannon (iv) active land management initiatives to deliver housing and employment
locations in a sustainable, infrastructure led manner.



c. It is an objective to seek co-ordinated investment and delivery of holistic infrastructure packages
across State Departments and infrastructure delivery agencies as they apply to the Limerick
Shannon Metropolitan Area and seek further investments to deliver on the Metropolitan Area Goals
(see section A ‘Overall MASP Goals).

d. Any reference to support for-al plans, projects, activities and development in the Draft MASP
should be considered to refer to ‘sustainable development’ that shall be subject to appropriate
feasibility studies, best practice site/route selection (to consider environmental constraints),
environmental assessment including EclA to support development management and where
required, the completion of statutory SEA, EIA and AA processes as appropriate

e. The MASP seeks to protect, manage and through enhanced ecological connectivity, to improve
the coherence of the Natura 2000 Network in the Southern Region.

[Insert Map 1]
1.3 | Limerick City

Limerick City68 has significant competitive advantages, including its central location on the Atlantic
Economic Corridor, its national and international trade and tourism connectivity through Shannon
International Airport and Shannon Foynes Port and a significant education role.

Limerick City is a key economic driver for the region and acts as a major locus of employment for
the surrounding areas with 45,000 jobs located in the city in 2016, which was an increase of over
4,000 over the previous five years. In 2016 over half the people working in the City were from
outside it with some 22,700 commuting into the City each day for work.

There is evidence of a positive turnaround in terms of both population and employment growth.
Over €1 billion is being invested in enterprise and investment infrastructure as part of the Limerick
2030 Vision: An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick - a 20- year action plan, which aims to
transform Limerick through the economic, social and physical investment. The MASP supports this
initiative including the development of the Opera, Hanging Gardens and Cleeves Sites, and other
strategic development sites such as the Limerick Docklands.

The MASP supports Limerick City in becoming a major economic force in the Irish and European
economy, a leading centre for commercial investment — both foreign direct investment and
indigenous business growth, capitalising on the strengths of its higher education institutions and the
skills of its workforce. The City Centre will be at the heart of this economic force — an attractive
magnet for retail, leisure, residential, commercial, educational and cultural growth. This growth will
benefit all citizens across the City, County, Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area and Mid-West SPA.

The MASP supports the following key infrastructure and transformative projects within Limerick
City:

¢ Densification of development in the city centre, including identification and assembly of
brownfield sites for development;



¢ Development of key strategic sites including Opera site, Cleeves, Arthurs Quay and continuation of
the riverside links;;

* Potential for alternative uses in Limerick Docklands;
¢ The continued expansion and enhancement of retail development within the City Centre;;

e Public realm improvements in the City Centre including the development of a City-wide
interconnected set of public parks, urban renewal within the Georgian Quarter, and the introduction_

¢ Improvements to sustainable transport infrastructure and the development of walking and cycling

facilities through, for example,_the introduction of a Limerick City Walking Map, covered urban
spaces and greenways;

¢ BusinessThe introduction of incentive schemes to further generate footfall and use of the City
both during the day and after 5pm;_

¢ The further development and promotion of cultural, heritage and sporting offerings (such as EVA /
The Red Mile) to further develop the desirability of the City Centre;;

¢ Continued investment in the City’s regeneration areas;;

e The growth and development of health care facilities as proposed by the University Hospital
Limerick in their Strategic Plan;;

¢ Delivering of the Limerick Northern Distributor Route (LNDR) — this is one of the main strategic

road infrastructure priorities for the Southern Region-;

* Progressing the sustainable development areas for housing and the development of support
public transport and infrastructure, such as at Mungret—; and

# The continued expansion of the City’s third level institutions and_their integration with the city.



1.4 | Shannon

Shannon occupies a strategic position as a Gateway to the West of Ireland. It is a centre of
international business and has strong synergies with Limerick City.

The infrastructure at Shannon, in terms of the International Airport and the industrial park, are
critical not only to the Mid-West region but to the country. Shannon is central to delivering the
ambition of how the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area develops in terms of its economy, social
diversity and tourism growth. Shannon is identified for significant population growth i.e. greater
than 30% population increase by 2040.

The 2016 census shows the population of Shannon as 9,729. Approximately 11,400 people work in
the area, the majority of which are in the Shannon Free-Zone and the International Airport. Like
Ennis, there is the potential to capitalise on the growing economic linkages and synergies with
Galway. The Limerick Shannon MASP recognises Shannon as a significant regional strength and
strongly supports its current and future role as a driver of growth, not just at a regional level but
also nationally.

The MASP identifies a significant opportunity for Shannon to expand globally as a recognised centre
of excellence for current and future software engineering/aviation/logistics talent. The MASP
therefore recognises and supports Shannon as a centre for research and development for
autonomous vehicles which will complement Shannon’s role as a world leader in aviation.

The attributes of Shannon include:
¢ centre of international business, aviation and aerospace

e major employment location which includes industrial, manufacturing, warehousing, distribution
and transport

¢ International Airport with capacity for 4.5 million passengers
¢ Shannon Free-Zone is home to 160 companies and employs over 7500 people

¢ Through the IASC, Shannon contains the largest Aviation/Aerospace Cluster in Ireland with over 65
Aviation Companies and 2,600 jobs

¢ Strong, well established economic and employment links between Shannon and Limerick City.
¢ The Limerick Shannon MASP provides a unique opportunity to strengthen this relationship.
e Economic triangle of Limerick - Shannon — Ennis

e Improved synergies between Ennis and Galway with significant potential and capacity for
enhancement.

The infrastructural requirements for Shannon include:



¢ Rail link — an infrastructural safeguard has been incorporated into the existing Clare County
Development Plan and Local Area Plan for a rail line to be provided to Shannon town and

¢ Road Access - Investment is required in improving and upgrading the existing road access from the

motorway all the way to Shannon International Airport. This section of the N19 Northern Road
connects Shannon International Airport to all parts of the country and plays a significant role in
international connectivity which increases prosperity to the region including tourism and exports
and—it provides connectivity to Shannon Free Zone which is a prime area for industry and
international investment.

¢ Limerick Northern Distributer Route — linking Shannon International Airport, theShannon Free
zereZone and Shannon Town with UL and Limerick City. The provision of this road will benefit
regional interconnectivity which will result in social, economic and educational gains to the region.

¢ Electricity infrastructure is required to ensure that there is sufficient capacity to facilitate the
expansion of the Shannon area including that of the airport, free-zone, the development of a
Combined Heat and Power Plant and other strategic investment in the area.

e Wastewater treatment infrastructure requires investment in terms of capacity and extension to
facilitate future development and expansion in Shannon Town, the free-zone and airport.

e The RSES supports the continued investment in the delivery of the Shannon Green Infrastructure
Plan and its projects such as the Shannon Town Park, Shannon Estuary Walk and the development
of other amenity facilities.

¢ Improvements and enhancement to Shannon Town Centre to create a sense of place, up-grade
public realm and promote re-development

Limerick Shannon MASP

Policy Objective 2: Limerick City

The Limerick Shannon MASP recognises that for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area and the
Mid-West SPA to prosper and development in a sustainable manner, a strong Limerick City is



paramount. It is an objective to support the regeneration and continued investment into Limerick
City through initiatives such as Limerick 2030 and Limerick Regeneration and to further enhance
Limerick City as key economic driver for the Southern Region.

1.5 | Limerick Shannon MASP and the Wider Region

Competitive cities drive competitive regions, by promoting growth and employment and by joining
up separate business hubs, infrastructural assets and clusters, to expand existing markets and create
new ones.

Functional area analysis by the National Transport Authority (NTA) provides a methodology to
define the catchment of Limerick City and Shannon (see Map 2). It is recognised that the sphere of
influence of the Limerick Shannon MASP will extend northward towards Galway, southwards
towards Cork and Tralee, eastwards towards Tipperary Town and Nenagh and west towards Kerry.
There is need for a complementary focus to enable those areas outside of the metropolitan
boundary to pursue a greater degree of self-containment of employment, services provision and
patterns of commuting. For example, in terms of Newcastle West the Limerick 2030 Plan highlights
that the town is a key location, which will complement the growth of the Metropolitan Area.

Development of self-contained economic roles in settlements and rural areas in the Mid-West SPA
will reinforce the economic strength of the metropolitan area. The MASP recognises and supports
the role of Nenagh, Ennis and Newcastle West as Key Towns well connected to the
Limerick-Shannon MASPs. Other settlements and rural areas have potential for complementary
roles, interacting economically with the Metropolitan Area and benefitting from the economic
spread from larger centres of scale, nurturing local enterprise growth, local jobs and developing
strong roles that contribute to the success of the metropolitan area. There are also opportunities
for networks of settlements, harnessing specialist roles and driving shared strengths to generate
stronger economic interactions with the metropolitan area. Enhanced connectivity (transport and
digital) between the metropolitan areas and between other settlements (especially networks of
settlements) and the metropolitan areas is an essential enabler to strengthen these opportunities.

Limerick Shannon MASP
Policy Objective 3: Shannon

The Limerick Shannon MASP recognises Shannon asand its assets as a significant regional strength
and employment centre. It is an objective to support and promote Shannon as a centre for research
and development for autonomous vehicles which will complement Shannon’s role as a world leader
in aviation and aerospace.

2.0 | Attributes, Vision and Guiding Principles
2.1 | Demographics

The population of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area in 2016, at over 132,420, is 3% of the
State population and 8% of the Southern Region’s total population. The Limerick Shannon



Metropolitan Area is 387 sq.km and in population and in area terms is the third largest metropolitan
area in the State after Dublin and Cork.

[Insert table 1]

In 2016, the population of Limerick City was 94,192 people while Shannon recorded a population of-
Aearly 9,729. The population of Limerick City70 increased by 3% between 2011 and 2016 and
Shannon’s population grew by 0.6% during the same period. Given the ambitious population
projections for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, this rate of increase must be substantially
improved upon.

Limerick City and Shannon have a relatively young population. The percentage of the total
population aged between 15 to 24 in both Limerick City (15.5%) and in Shannon (13.5 %) are both
higher than the State (12%) and SRA (12%) averages. The percentage of the total population aged
between 25 to 44 in both Limerick City (31.5%) and in Shannon (30.5%) are also both higher than
the State (29.5%) and SRA (28%) averages. In addition, the Old Age Dependency Rate71 for Limerick
City and Shannon (18% each) are below the State (20.5%) and SRA (22.5%) averages.

This is a very positive trend for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area as it is indicative of future
labour supply and population growth, which are vital drivers of economic development.

The percentage of the Non-Irish born population residing in Limerick City (14%) and Shannon
(16.5%) is above the State (11.5%) and SRA (10%) averages. This highlights the ability of the Limerick
Shannon Metropolitan Area to retain this new population, which is an important factor in expanding
the growth potential of the economy.

The changing demographics and spatial distribution of migration are key drivers of demand for
housing, employment, transport and services. The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area will need to
deliver more family friendly and age friendly accommodation and services to plan for these changes.

2.2 | Education

The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area is home to three of Ireland’s most prestigious third level
academic institutions, which are critical drivers of economic growth. The University of Limerick (UL),
Limerick Institute of Technology (LIT) and Mary Immaculate College (MIC), offer a range of
undergraduate and postgraduate study programmes.

These produce approximately 6,000 graduates per year in a variety of disciplines including IT, Life
Sciences, Business Administration, Engineering and Technology and education. In the academic year
2015/16 there were 23,800 students enrolled in the three Third Level institutions. The Shannon
College of Hotel Management, founded in 1951, is Ireland’s only dedicated hotel management
college, offering degree programmes and has a world-wide reputation for careers in business and
hotel management.

According to Census 2016, the percentage population with a Third Level Education residing in
Limerick City (32%) is just below the State (33.5%) and SRA (30.5%) averages however there is



greater gap in Shannon (24%). Limerick City’s percentage of total population with No
Formal/Primary Education of 13% is similar to the State (12.5%) and SRA (12.5%) averages while
Shannon (10%) is below. However, in many parts of the city, the proportion of the population who
left school with just a primary education is considerably higher than the national average. In 18 EDs,
the rate is 20% or higher, with 9 EDs recording an early school leaving rate more than 30%. It is
accepted that solutions to these historic issues require a broad spectrum of responses such as
Lifelong Learning and upskilling which are advocated strongly in the RSES.

2.3 | Social Inclusion

There are significant issues relating to social deprivation evident in both Limerick and Shannon with
the former Limerick City identified as the most disadvantaged area in the Region. There is therefore
a requirement for focus and investment in ensuring long term measures to systematically address
these issues.

The working population grew in both Limerick City (+16,079) and Shannon (+914) between 2011 and
2016. This is a positive indication of the employment performance and potential of the Limerick
Shannon MASP. Both Limerick City and Shannon have a positive job to resident workers ratio of
1:206 and 1:085 respectively. However, there are established issues of long term unemployment in
parts of Limerick City which needs to be addressed.

2.4 | Travel patterns

The proportion of the population who travel to Work/Education using Green Modes of Transport in
Southern Region (13.5%) is below the State (16.5%) average however, Limerick City (25%) and
Shannon (29%) are above both averages.

Nevertheless, private vehicles remain the dominant mode of commuting in the metropolitan area
and there is a need to ensure proper integration of landuse and transportation policies to promote
more sustainable modes of travel,_including public transport. The Mid-West Area Strategic Plan
(MWASP) 2012 -2030 identified that local passenger and national freight activity return from the
available raisrail infrastructure is underutilised. Aside from Ennis — Limerick Junction and
Dublin-Cork the condition of the commuter route infrastructure is variable, with several speed
restrictions in place; on the Limerick to Ballybrophy route. The condition of the line as far as Nenagh
means that this commuter route is low speed. The rail links to Limerick via Nenagh and Ballybrophy
are greatly underutilised and need investment. There is a new opportunity to examine the potential
for increased line usage, in anticipation of future population growth in the Limerick Shannon MASP
and Nenagh as a Key Towns in the RSES.

Public transport frequency to Shannon Internat bnal Airport and along the corridor, from Limerick to




International Airport to Limerick City, Galway City, and the wider national rail grid, including the
Shannon Foynes Port, should be considered a priority.

2.5 | Vision

The vision and guiding principles of the Limerick Shannon MASP hashave been shaped by

consultations and submissions throughout the RSES process.

There is a long history of public and private stakeholders working together for the betterment of the
area including the development of the Mid-West Strategic Area Plan, the Shannon Integrated
Framework Plan and the Mid-West Retail Planning Guidelines. The Shannon consortium, a
collaborative alliance between the three higher level institutes of UL, Mary Immaculate College and
Limerick Institute of Technology, aims to establish the Shannon region as an area of excellence in
teaching, learning and learner support.

Limerick City and Shannon have performed well over recent years. Limerick Regeneration, the
amalgamation of Limerick City and County Councils and the Limerick 2030 initiative have all
contributed to enhancing Limerick’s growth potential. Shannon has developed into a centre for
research and development for autonomous vehicles which complements its role as a world leader in
aviation. Improved access via the M18 to Galway offer opportunities for linkages and economic
development with Galway and the western corridor which will build on the historical trend and
heritage of the economic ErnisShannenEnnis-Shannon-Limerick corridor. Sustainable management
and compact growth will offer the platform to address key challenges related to housing, transport,
sustainability and liveability to ensure the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area can increase
competitiveness and continue to attract talent and investment on a global scale.

There is a need to enable regeneration and employment opportunities for established communities
where redevelopment and re-intensification occurs, particularly in areas of deprivation. While the
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area is young, diverse and multi-cultural, areas of on-going
deprivation will require a long-term planning response to meet existing and future needs.

The MASP needs to be flexible to adapt and respond to external risks such as climate change,
technology disruption, demographic and cultural change and economic shocks and to support a
future transition to low carbon, fer-sustainable and electric mobility.

The Vision Statement for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area is:

“To create a sustainable, smart, climate resilient Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, of a scale
which can exert critical-mass leverage at an international level, maximising the economic, social,
cultural and environmental opportunities in a manner for all those who live, work and visit the
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, Mid-West Region and for the benefit of the country.”

2.6 | Guiding Principles

The future growth and ambition for the Limerick Shannon MASP is based on the principles of a
Sustainable Place Framework as identified in the RSES Settlement Strategy (Chapter 3).



To achieve the vision of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area the MASP has identified several
Guiding Principles for its sustainable development:

A Living City and Metropolitan Area - Investment must be supported in revitalising and
reinvigorating Limerick City for higher density living and high density high value jobs. Limerick City
and Shannon should be well-functioning and energising places providing residential, employment,
health, business, political, recreation, educational, commercial and transport functions driving the
region. The high capacity transport corridors, including the Light Rail Public Tran

needed to support this scale of growth will be delivered incrementally intine-withahead of growth
and intensification of the city.

It is recognised that there is a need to collaborate rather than compete for the benefit of the
Limerick Shannon MASP on the issue of employment creation. The metropolitan area needs a
dynamic, diverse and high-profile city centre to function and the city centre needs a fully functioning
and progressive metropolitan area to prosper.

Limerick Shannon as a global gateway — A competitive, properly resourced and well-functioning
Shannon International Airport and Shannon Foynes Port is essential to facilitate their growth and to
ensure excellent international access.

Compact sustainable growth — The development of brownfield and infill lands to achieve a target of
at least 50% of all new homes within the existing built up area in Limerick City and 30% in Shannon
and other settlements. Integrated transport and landuse — Fargettarget growth along high quality
public transport corridors, including the Light Rail Public Transport Corridor, and nodes linked to the
delivery of key public transport projects.

Accelerate housing delivery — Activate strategic residential development areas such as Mungret_and
i nnection he Light Rail Public Transpor rridor and support the steady supply of sites to
accelerate housing supply, supported by better services and public transport.

Employment density in the right places — Re-intensify employment in Limerick City and Shannon
and activate strategic employment locations to complement existing employment hubs in the city
centre and near third level institutes. Social regeneration - Realiserealise opportunities for social as

well as physical regeneration, particularly in areas with pockets of deprivation.

Future development areas - having regard to the long lead in time for planning and development,
identify future growth areas that may be delivered beyond the lifetime of the draft RSES but within
the long term 2040 horizon of the NPF. For example, enabling infrastructure such as the Light Rail

Public Transpor rridor _will ntiall n_lan he north an h of the city for

consolidation and expansion while the Limerick Northern Distributor Route (LNDR) will potentially
open lands to the north of the city-ferconselidation-and-expansien.

Metropolitan scale amenities — Provision of regional parks and Strategic Green Infrastructure
including greenways/blueways along the Shannon and the reopening of the Errina Canal.

Enabling infrastructure - Identify Infrastructure capacity issues and ensure water services needs are
met by national projects. Improve sustainability in terms of energy, waste management and water
conservation.



Co-ordination and active land management - Limerick 2030 provides an excellent platform to
promote even more active urban development and land management actions that focus on the
development of under-utilised, brownfield, vacant and public lands.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 4: Investment to Deliver Vision

a. It is an objective to seek the identification of investment packages across State Departments and
infrastructure delivery agencies as they apply to the Limerick Shannon MASP and seek further
investments into the Limerick Shannon MASP to deliver on the seven Metropolitan Area Goals (see
section A ‘Overall MASP Goals’).

b. It is an objective to ensure quality infrastructure and quality of place is prioritised as an incentive
to attract people to live and work in sustainable settlement patterns in the metropolitan area.

3.0 | National Enablers

The NPF and MASP identifies the following key future growth enablers which will be supported in
the MASP.

¢ Implementation of the Limerick 2030 economic strategy to create modern, city centre office
accommodation and a series of transformational city centre public realm projects.

e Complementary further development of the Limerick 2030 plan to include measures to encourage
significant inner urban residential regeneration and development, to include the City’s Georgian
Quarter.

¢ Extending the ambition of the Limerick 2030 plan to include extension of the City Centre towards
Limerick Docks,

¢ |dentifying infill and regeneration opportunities to intensify housing and employment
development throughout inner suburban areas.

¢ Enabling enhanced opportunities for existing communities as development and diversification
occurs, particularly through employment, learning and education support.

* Progressing the sustainable development of new greenfield areas such as at Mungret for housing
and the development of supporting public transport and infrastructure, such as at-Mungretthe Light
Rail Public Transport Corridor.

¢ The continued expansion of the City’s third level institutions and integration with the wider City
and region,

e Provision of a Citywide public transport network, which prioritises the introduction of a Light Rail

Public Transport Corridor and Limerick BusConnects network, with enhanced accessibility from the
City Centre to the National Technological Park, UL and Shannon International Airport.



¢ Development of a strategic cycleway network with several high capacity flagship routes.

¢ Enhanced rail and road connectivity to Shannon-Foynes Port, including local by-passes.

e Enhanced regional connectivity through improved average journey times by road to Cork and
Waterford.

¢ Ensuring that water supply and waste-water needs are met by new national projects to enhance
Limerick’s water supply and increase waste water treatment capacity.

e Improving sustainability in terms of energy, waste management and resource efficiency and
water, to include district heating and water conservation,

The following are some examples of projects identified in National Development Plan (NDP) which
pertain to the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area.

Limerick Regeneration Programme Current Status: In progress. Estimated Cost: €170 million.
Estimated Completion Date: 2023

The NDP states that there will be continued investment in the Limerick Regeneration Programme
which will see the completion of the works identified in the 2013 Limerick Regeneration Framework
Implementation Plan, with the delivery of some 400 new homes and the upgrading of 900 homes
across the areas of Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston and St Mary’s Park. A programme of
social and economic initiatives will also be advanced over the coming years. The scheme is
scheduled to be completed by 2023.

Health

¢ National Maternity Strategy developments including the replacement of standalone maternity
hospitals by relocating the Limerick University Maternity Hospital at UHL.

¢ Acute Hospital developments in Limerick ward block,
* New Ambulance bases at Limerick Health.
Airports and Ports

¢ Shannon Foynes Port Company will be investing €27 million towards capacity extension works at
the Port. The Shannon Foynes Port Company’s Infrastructure Development Programme—is will
consist of a jetty expansion program, the joining of the East and West Jetties and the infill behind,



land purchase and site development at Foynes considering the land bank shortage at Foynes Port
and the Foynes Rail Reinstatement.

e The NDP states that in line with the 2015 A National Aviation Policy for Ireland, the roles of
Shannon International Airport as key tourism and business gateways for their regions, and
particularly about the development of niche markets, will be supported,

¢ Shannon Group through its subsidiaries Shannon Airport Authority (SAA), Shannon Commercial
Enterprises and Shannon Heritage have plans to invest more than €150 million in its capital
programme over the period to 2022. This includes €100 million for the development of the property
portfolio which is designed to deliver high quality advanced manufacturing, warehousing and office
space solutions. Also included is the construction of a wide body paint hangar at Shannon
International Airport to encourage the development of the International Aviation Services Centre
(IASC) at Shannon as well as plans for the €10 million redevelopment of Bunrat ¢ Castle in
partnership with Failte Ireland.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 5: National Enablers

a. It is an objective to deliver the investment priorities as identified in the NDP for the Limerick
Shannon Metropolitan Area and to seek progress and co-ordination between the principal
stakeholders for the delivery of the priorities as identified in the NPF. Identification of suitable sites
for regeneration and development should be supported by a quality site selection process that
addresses environmental concerns.

b. It is an objective to implement innovative and collaborative projects through funding mechanisms
such as the Urban Regeneration and Development, Rural Regeneration and Development, Climate
Action and Disruptive Technologies funds.

4.0 | Integrated Landuse and Transportation
4.1 | Transportation

The principles underpinning the development of the MASP include the effective integration of
transport planning with spatial planning policies, from regional down to local level and the
alignment of associated transport and infrastructure investment priorities.

To the extent practicable, development within the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area should be

carried out sequentially, whereby lands which are, or will be, most accessible by walking, cycling and

public transport — including infill and brownfield sites — are prioritised. Within the Limerick
. Iking . . . . .

Metropolitan Area and Shannon Town ling publi ( including rail, b ligh

transport capacity of the strategic national road network should also be maintained and protected

and larger scale, trip intensive developments, such as high employment density offices and retail,
should primarily be focused in locations which are well served by existing or proposed public
transport corridors. A Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Transport Strategy will be



prepared during the lifetime of this MASP. Sustainable transportation is dealt with in more detail in
Chapter 6 of the RSES.

In terms of strategic road infrastructure for the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, development
of the Limerick Northern Distributor Route (LNDR) is a key priority. The LNDR will improve access
from the region to the University of Limerick and the IDA national technology park and will reduce
City Centre through traffic. It will provide a direct link between Shannon International Airport, the
businesses and industries in the Shannon area and the university campus. Furthermore, the delivery
of the LNDR will improve transport links to the regeneration area of Moyross, across east and north
County Limerick, south County Clare and onto the national road network and open significant areas
of land for development.

Inter-regional transport connectivity between Metropolitan Areas is identified as a priority in this
MASP. The Galway-Ennis-Shannon-Limerick (GESL) Economic Network is a key element in the
development of the Limerick Shannon MASP and can greatly assist in the realisation of the AEC. The
GESL Network is underpinned by the presence of public transport and motorway infrastructure that
connects the two cities on the West coast of Ireland. The GESL Network links the metropolitan areas

of Galway and Limerick-Shannon and includes the Key Town of Ennis (population over 25,000). By
increasing the GESL NetwerksNetwork’s critical mass, population and jobs growth will take place in
a sustainable growth pattern focused on clusters and smart specialisation, as per the strategy. This
will be consistent with and complement the AEC initiative and will assist in enabling balanced
regional development to occur.

4.2 | Population Projections

The NPF and Implementation Roadmap set out projections to achieve accelerated urban growth.
The NPF and Implementation Roadmap also refer to further qualified allowances which may apply
to deliver on accelerated urban growth in Metropolitan Areas.

This may be relevant in the Limerick Shannon context given for example the need for change to a
more balanced concentric city through strategic proposals for development at Mungret which will

he Light Rail Public Transpor rridor and by opening the north eastern quadrant
(in both Limerick and Clare) facilitated by the development of the LNDR.

As required under the NPF 50% of all new housing within Limerick City is to occur within the existing
city and suburbs footprint, through brownfield, infill and regeneration. Outside of Limerick City, 30%
of all new homes that are targeted in settlements is to occur within their existing built-up footprint

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 6: Sustainable Transportation

Sustainable Transportation

a. It is an objective to prepare a Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Transport
Strategy during the lifetime of this MASP—and—it—is—an—objective—to—ensure, The SRA will seek
investment and implementation of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Transport
Strategy_and transport initiativ hat improv nnectivi h within the Limeri hannon

Metr litan Ar n ween it and the wider region.



b.-tt-is-an-ebjective-that The Core Strategies of Local Authority Development Plans will identify the
public transport corridors and station nodal points on corridors in Limerick Shannon Metropolitan
Area arising from the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Transport Strategy which have
potential for high density development/regeneration. Core Strategies shall identify the appropriate
land use zonings for these statienpublic transport nodal points and demonstrate the effective
alignment between land use and transport infrastructure planning and delivery of the NPF Compact

Growth targets as they apply to the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area.
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2 The(v) Public Transport Integration: implementation of an integrated, multi modal public
transport network across the L _Lm_e_r_l_ds_S_h_a.ann_Metropolltan Area serwcmg strateglc residential and

employment growth locations-

e Development and promotion of existing intercity rail and commuter links from Limerick to
Dublin, Cork, Galway, tegetherwith-Ennis, Nenagh, Thurles and Clonmel.

e Upgrade and enhancement of the rail line between Limerick and Nenagh and onward line to
Ballybrophy.

¢ Upgrade and enhancement of the Western Rail Corridor between Limerick and Ennis and onward
line to Athenry.

¢ Reinstatement of the Limerick to Foynes rail line, Ilnklng Ireland’s deepest port to the national rail

¢ The MASP—supperts—the—ambition—to—ereatecreation of a rail link between Limerick City and
Shannon International A|rport%m%%w%%%@%e%%w

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 7: Strategic Road Infrastructure

It is an objective to deliver the sustainable development of strategic road infrastructure for the
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area and improve transport connectivity to the wider region. This
will include the delivery of the following subject to the outcome of environmental assessments and
the planning process:



. Improved inter regional connectivity to the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area including
M20 Limerick to Cork and the upgrading of the N24 to Waterford_to a motorway.

o Limerick Northern Distributer Route (LNDR) .
. N69 Foynes to Limerick road upgrade .
. Improved accessibility to Limerick Southside including the possible provision of a motorway

interchange connection from the M20/M7 to Limerick Southside .,
. Upgrade of the N19 road access to Shannon International Airport.

. Upgrade of arterial roads from the motorway network to increase capacity including the
provision of public transport infrastructure and Park and Ride, including, for example, R527 Dock
Road, R445 Dublin Road, including Junction 28 and R527 Tipperary Road.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 8: Galway-Ennis-Shannon-Limerick (GESL) Economic
Network

a. a—It is an objective to deliver the effective planning and development of the Metropolitan
Ares and Key Towns along the Galway-Ennis-ShannenkimerickShannon-Limerick (GESL) Economic
Network.

b. b—It is an objective to deliver excellent public transportation connections in the GESL
Economic Network.

C. eIt is an objective, subject to the outcome of environmental assessments and the planning
process, to deliver excellent inter-regional transport connections between the GESL, North
Kerry/West Limerick/Shannon Estuary Network and the Kerry Knowledge Triangle along the AEC.

5.0 | Housing and Regeneration

According to Census 2016, Social Rented (Local Authority and Voluntary Sector) households in
Limerick City accounts for 12% of its total households while in Shannon this figure is 10%. Both are
above the State (9.5%) and SRA (10%) averages. The percentage of households in Private Rental in
Limerick City (25.5%) and Shannon (22%) are well above the State (18%) and SRA (16%) averages.
Housing Vacancy (exeexcluding Hoilday Homes73) in Limerick City and Shannon (7.5% each) are
lower than the State (9%) and SRA (9.5%) averages. Overall, housing remains significantly more
affordable in-the Limerick City than in other Irish cities74. The cost of living is a strong point, with



Limerick identified as the most affordable urban area in Ireland in which to both rent and buy
residential property. When coupled with the fact that disposable incomes are higher than the
national average, this is key competitive advantage for attracting people and investment.

The RSES sets out the framework to increase residential density in our cities and larger towns
through a range of measures including reductions in vacancy, re-use of existing buildings, infill and
site-based regeneration. The MASP supports a sequential approach to development with a primary
focus on the consolidation of sites within or contiguous to the existing built up and zoned area of
Limerick City, supported by Shannon. Local Authorities in their land use plans will identify
metropolitan settlements that have the capacity to achieve higher residential densities in tandem
with the provision of public transport, infrastructure and services. This should be consistent with the
RSES and the guiding principles, objectives and goals of the MASP.







The Limerick F ion F Kimpl ion F

The Limerick Regeneration Framework Implementation Plan centres on three key pillars —
Economic, Physical and Social - that will revitalise the communities of Moyross and St Mary’s Park
on the city’s northside and Southill and Ballinacurra Weston on the southside by raising standards of
living, opportunity and health and wellbeing for all residents of the regeneration areas. New housing
construction with mixed unit sizes and types to promote diverse occupancy and renewal and
retrofitting of existing housing stock are key elements of the Limerick Regeneration Framework
which will lead to the delivery of some 400 new homes and the upgrading of 900 homes across the
areas of Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston and St Mary’s Park.

Progressing the sustainable development areas for housing in Mungret and Castletroy is recognised

in the MASP. Limerick Twenty Thirty Designated Activity Company (DAC) are preparing a Masterplan
of a 42-hectare residential site at Mungret Park. The site comprises 26 hectares of lands owned by
Limerick City and County Council in Mungret, including the former Mungret College and associated
buildings. Mungret is zoned urban extension of Limerick City under the Southern Environs Local Area
Plan. The site has obtained funding through the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF)
for a distributor road, which will unlock substantial lands within public and private ownership and
trigger the development of additional residential sites, supporting community and employment
uses. In addition to Mungret, the Limerick Shannon MASP supports the densification of the city
centre and assembly of brownfield sites for development and the regeneration and redevelopment
of Georgian Limerick for residential use. The MASP also supports the continued investment in the

City’s regeneration areas. The MASP will prioritise the provision of non-car and public transport.



Shannon attracts a working population of 9,000 people per day however its population growth rate
remains stagnant. The inter-dependence between Shannon as a living area and its employment
assets — Shannon Free-Zone and Shannon International Airport linkages have weakened due to
changing circumstances, to the detriment of Shannon. The ehallengeschallenge for Shannon is to
transform into a dynamic, vibrant place to live. Opportunities exist to create a new image that is
fresh and welcoming and capitalises on the existing strengths and assets of Shannon. This could be
pursued through an emphasis on placemaking including improving the quality and sense of place in
the town centre.

[Insert table 2]
6:0-}6. Employment and Enterprise

6.1 +-Introduction

Investment in the creation of ‘place’-is—key—te—realising-the potenticlof-the MASParea—Aceess,

access to talent and the presence of an innovative and smart economy are key factors_to realising
the potential of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area. The enhancements of these factors and
improvements in existing sectors such as retail and tourism will play an important role in creating a
stronger economy. The continued growth of Shannon International Airport, Shannon Foynes Port
and Third Level Education facilities is essential as future growth will be based on leveraging national
and international connectivity, higher education capacity and quality of life to secure strategic
investment.




Shannon International Airport and the Shannon Free Zone are home to the International Aviation
Services Centre, the largest aerospace cluster in Ireland. IASC is home to over 60 companies and
employs over 2,600 people in Shannon. The worldwide aircraft fleet is expected to double in the
next 20 vears, and there is a unigue opportunity for Ireland to become a global leader in aerospace




and aviation services sector, with Shannon at the heart of this endeavour. Shannon Group has
secured planning permission to build a wide body aircraft paint hangar at Shannon International
Airport. This is in accordance with the National Aviation Policy to “encourage the development of
the International Aviation Services Centre (IASC) at Shannon”. This will be the first new widebody
hangar constructed at an Irish airport in over 20 vears and is the kind of expansion that was
envisaged for IASC to grow a globally recognised and internationally competitive aviation industry
cluster in and around the airport campus. The Limerick Shannon MASP recognises and supports the
role of IASC as a significant opportunity to become a truly global player in the aerospace industry.

The MASP supports the development of the IASC cluster at Shannon as recognised in National
Aviation Policy and aims i i i

Shannon to meet industry demand. Multi-agency collaboration is required to improve and develop
the infrastructure to support the development of the IASC cluster. Further development of
maintenance repair and overhaul (MRO) related infrastructure would be important to support the

future development of the IASC cluster and the spin off industries in the MASP and wider region.

Limerick Shannon MASP recognises and supports the role of IASC as a significant opportunity to
become a truly global player in the aerospace industry.

Shannon Free-Zone (SFZ) is 243 hectares in area with more than 7,000 employees in over 100

companies and is home to the largest agglomeration of American companies in Ireland outside of
Dublin. The site is part owned by Shannon Commercial Properties and part privately owned and
consists of both Greenfield and Brownfield lands. There is considerable potential for development
within this existing zoned landbank for the long-term growth of the Limerick Shannon MASP and
surrounding region. It is particularly important to ensure that a range of property solutions are
available for different business life stages and that adequate investment in the utilities
infrastructure is provided to enable Shannon Commercial Properties (SCP) to continue to enable
s growth. It is also critical that the SFZ is connected to Limerick City Centre by a reliable public

ANSPO NCIUGINEG d I'd onne on d XmMieprigge to Lon LOIDE dlion in ne K
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The MASP supports the development of the Shannon Free-Zone as it plays a key role in the
economic development of the MASP and Mid-West. Adequate investment in the utilities
infrastructure is necessary to ensure the continued regeneration of the SFZ. Upgrades to the
electricity network, digital network, the water and wastewater network is necessary to ensure that
the economic potential of the Shannon Free-Zone can be achieved.

The following are key priorities for SFZ:

¢ Shannon Group is transforming the Shannon Free Zone to create the environment for a high-tech
ecosystem in the Mid-West. Given the success of Phase 1 of the redevelopment, it is now necessary
to fast track the continued regeneration of SFZ which will assist the Mid-West in continuing to
attract investment and support balanced regional development.

e The SFZ Masterplan currently being developed will provide a detailed development framework
strategy for the undeveloped landbank at Shannon Free Zone East and the brownfield regeneration
of Shannon Free Zone West. The Masterplan will ensure that the land use potential of the lands is
maximised and that future development takes place in a co-ordinated manner.

¢ Shannon can be at the forefront of a global mobility revolution. It has an established an industrial
base in the technology & automotive sectors, including global market-leading firms with ambitious
investment plans, a plethora of expert SMEs and depth of research expertise. The future
development of the automotive and mobility sector in Shannon is supported by the RSES.

e Adequate investment in the utilities infrastructure is necessary to ensure the continued
regeneration of the SFZ. Much of the utilities date back to the birth of the free zone in the 1950’s
and needs upgrade. Upgrades to the electricity network, digital network, the water and wastewater
network is necessary to ensure that the economic potential of the Shannon can be achieved.

e Westpark has 2,500-3,000 jobs on a modern campus and has plans for expansion.
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arm, Innovate Limerick, which acts as the delivery mechanism for strategic Limerick 2030 projects.

Innov Limerick r Troy_International Film i Limeri i n vel h

Limerick ha N L ited as a Lighthou ma /, an _award tha nsu 3
substantial grant from the biggest EU Research and Innovation Funding programme_Horizon 2020,

+CityxChange (positive city exchange) is a smart city project submitted by a consortium of

32 partners 11 ies i ing Li i i il. For the next five vears

Limerick City along with i artner cities will work together to pi itiz

‘ ient’ iti ity. This MASP supports the establishment of

h rdens International building and ENGINE work rovi Innov Limerick

University of Limerick (UL), Limerick Institute of Technology (LIT) and Mary Immaculate College

MIC), offer a range of undergraduate and postgraduate study programmes to support the business

growth and economic development taking place in the Limerick Metropolitan Area and the wider
region. Shannon_College of Hotel Management is Ireland’s only dedicated hotel

management college.



is particularly important for high tech FDI and knowledge intensive firms

which are key drivers for economic development. The importance of Shannon International Airport
in this regard is also evident in the fact that over 40% of US FDI companies are located within the

reener, more innovative and smarter city and metropolitan ar

Support existing and future educational facilities in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area
which includes University of Limerick, Mary Immaculate, Limerick Institute of Technology
and the Shannon College of Hotel Management as critical drivers of economic development
and the fostering of an innovative, knowledge-based economy for the Limerick Shannon
Metropolitan Area.

The MASP r ni h he Mid-W Action Plan for AP nd the Mid-W
Regional Skills Forum work Il ratively with all i ions an
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Table 4: Strategic Employment Locations

Name/Type







6.5 Shannon International Airport

Shannon International Airport serves a catchment area which extends beyvond the Mid- SPA
and is a strategic national asset. Research undertaken by the ESRI shows that access to airports is
valued above access to motorway junctions, which in turn is valued above access to train stations
for foreign firms.

Enhancin nnectivity from Shannon International Airpor riv nomi velopment alon
he entire w f Ireland, th hern Region and the Midlands i riority for the Limeri

Shannon MASP. Taking account of the critical role of Shannon International Airport in the Limerick

hannon Metr litan Ar it is _imperative th he vari nnections from Shannon_ar




The Limerick Shannon MASP _r ni hannon International Airpor national an

infrastr ral driver of nomi

n

nhan h r ic rol

ial an rism
f Shannon Intern

rowth. It is an objectiv vel
ional Airport _an v for

It is an objective, subject to the outcome of environmental assessments and the planning
process, to support the utilisation of the existing investment in Shannon International
Airport and its surrounding land bank to act as a catalyst for economic growth in the region.
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The MASP supports and promotes the inclusion of Shannon Foynes Port onto the EU core network
corridor_as it would bring significant investment opportunities to the region in the form of FDI
potential and support enhanced external connectivity with Ireland’s European partners.

The N69 does not meet the standards of reliability and connectivity required to serve a port, to
support foreign and indigenous investment to maximise the tourism potential of

wider region. In this regard the delivery of the Foynes to Limerick Road Improvement
Scheme has been identified as a key infrastructural project as it would act as a catalyst in supporting
the realisation of important wider economic development benefits. Connectivity to the motorway
network will be critical to increasing the ports economic impact in the future. Linking Ireland’s

deepest po o the national rail network by reinstating the Limerick to Foynes rail line is a ke

priority for Shannon Foynes Port. The MASP_supports this ambition as it will enhance Shannon
Fovnes Port as key future growth enabler.

a. Jt is an objective to support the continued expansion of Shannon Foynes Port and to
recognise the significant opportunities for the Southern Region and Ireland by virtue of its
deep waters.

b. Itis an objectiv rt and prom he inclusion of Shannon Fovnes Port onto the E

South Clare Economic Strategic Development Zone (SDZ)



In common with other higher education institutes, the University of Limerick is a key economic
driver in the Mid-West Region. An opportunity for the development of a South Clare Economic
Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) has emerged at the University of Limerick (UL) on a large scale
strategic site zoned as a University Zone.

The proposal which is being developed by the University in conjunction with Clare County Council,
prior to consideration by the Government (designation of an SDZ is a function of Government),
reflects the strategic economic role of the University of Limerick which is located in both Clare and
Limerick. The establishment of a SDZ at this strategic location will be a catalyst for the further
economic and social development of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area and the wider region.
It will establish a zone of substantial scale and strategic importance, advancing the region by
creating a prime global site for nternationalinternational investment with the potential to generate
3,500 jobs. Investment by industry will partner with the University in a new model of learning
delivered by industry-partnered academies directed at attracting the best multinational employers
with a guaranteed recruitment feed. The zone will create the potential for world class learning,
research and development.

Based on the existing zoning in the Clare County Development Plan, the proposed South Clare
Economic SDZ is planned to become Europe’s first 21st Century University town and gown
environment, merging education, enterprise and employment, modelled on the very best of
modern on-campus living. It will be a model of sustainable urban living, education and enterprise,
building on the standards of the existing campus. The development of the proposed SDZ will also
allow for the redevelopment and integration of the Errina Canal which will link the nearby villages of
Clonlara, O’Briensbridge and Castleconnell and provide a direct inland waterway connection
between Limerick City and Belfast thereby reopening the historic all-island inland waterways
system. The envisaged re-opening of the canal will significantly boost economic activity in these
villages as has been the experience in each settlement on the route of the Ballinamore-Ballyconnell
canal project. In addition, the proximity to Ireland’s first hydroelectric power station at Ardnacrusha
will provide a direct feed of green energy to the zone.

The impact of the zone on the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area would also be significant as the
site’s industrial population focus would be on international partnerships with Europe, the United
States and the East. Local settlements in the_Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area would also
benefit from the appropriate place-making infrastructure of the zone that will enhance its
attractiveness to residents from overseas. The site will be accessed through a new link from the
planned LNDR linking the zone directly to Shannon International Airport and onto the cities of

Dublin, Cork and Galway on the motorway_network as well as the Light Rail Public Transport
Corridor and Limerick BusConnects network.

From a European perspective this is a potential project of scale. From a national perspective this is
an exemplar project enabling an early win to the balanced regional development strategy set out in
the National Planning Framework. At local level, the economic resurgence effect of this
development will be highly significant for Limerick City and will complement the Limerick 2030 plan.



Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 10: South Clare Economic / University of Limerick
proposed Strategic Development Zone (SDZ)

It is an objective of the RSES to support the designation and subsequent development of the lands
zoned as University in the Clare County Development Plan 2017-2023 as an Economic Strategic

Development Zone (SDZ), tsi ‘ '
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) 2 and oss of retail activity, cities are
i i ility. The Retail Strategy for the Mid-West Region, 2010
to 2016, highlighted that Limerick City Centre fell behind other cities in the State and no longer
performed to its Tier 1 Status in the shopping hierarchy76-.




Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective-13: Retail

a. a—A—Joint Retail Strategy shall be prepared in accordance with the Retail Planning
Guidelines. ideli i i i i i

2 URBACT, Adapting and Reshaping Retail in the City,
: i fault/files/media/2- resh retail final



6.8-} Tourism

The MASP aims to ensure collaboration between Local Authorities and tourism agencies to develop
attractions such as the Wild Atlantic Way, kelandslreland's Ancient East;_and Ireland’s Hidden
Heartland’sHeartlands. The Southern Regional Assembly recognises Shannon International Airport
as a national and infrastructural driver of tourism growth and as an international gateway to the
tourism assets of the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, Mid-West and wider region.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective-45: Tourism



a—It is an objective to support investment in infrastructure, increased capacity of Shannon
International Airport, road and rail accessibility, to maximise the potential of tourism-

[




7.0 | Environment

The Limerick Shannon MASP seeks to integrate sustainable economic and social development with
the protection and enhancement of the natural environment whilst ensuring our transition to a
climate resilient society. Placemaking initiatives such as investment in public realm will create a
more attractive area to live, visit and invest. Chapter 5 (Environment) covers these topic in greater
detail.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 17: Public Realm and Placemaking

It is an objective to deliver improvements in the public realm in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan
Area to create more active and vibrant urban centres which are attractive as locations of choice to



live, work and visit. Examples of projects which can strengthen placemaking and public realm in the
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area include but are not confined to:

¢ A ‘World Class’ Waterfront — a renaissance of Limerick’s entire Waterfront;
¢ The ‘Limerick Cultural Centre’ —an iconic destination building on the Waterfront;

e ‘Great streets’ — a transformation of the City’s three main streets — O’Connell Street, Catherine
Street and Henry Street;

¢ A new City Square/Plaza — to define the focal point or ‘heart’ of the City Centre;
¢ Colbert Station renewal —a new public transport interchange and enhanced station environment;

¢ Renewal of the Georgian Quarter — a concentrated programme to restore the Georgian part of the
City to its former glory; and

¢ Improvements and enhancement to Shannon Town Centre to create a sense of place, to upgrade
public realm and promote redevelopment.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 18: Metropolitan Open Space, Recreation & Greenbelt
Strategy

a. It is an objective to achieve a healthy, green and connected metropolitan area through the
preparation of a Metropolitan Open Space, Recreation and Greenbelt Strategy. This will require
co-ordination between relevant stakeholders to deliver the sustainable development of parks,
recreation and high quality public open space in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area. This
Strategy may include, inter alia:

¢ The sustainable development of green infrastructure as an interconnected series of green spaces
including (inter alia) Parks, Greenway, Blueways, natural green spaces and ecosystems.

¢ The identification of key requirements for recreation, sports and community facilities.

¢ |dentification of a location for Regional Scale Park within the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area
as well as the development of neighbourhood parks and open spaces. Considering if Greenpark
R r | vel in “Phoenix Park- " urban park th | rt an

ecosystem including deer.

¢ l|dentification of measures which improve and strengthen the metropolitan area’s natural
environment and habitats for flora and fauna.

e The development of a Metropolitan Greenbelt Strategy in co-ordination between Limerick City
and County Council and Clare County Council and relevant stakeholders.

* Investigate environmental initiatives aimed at removing single use plastic from daily lives and
encouraging reuse and recycling by introducing incentives.



b. It is an objective to support and encourage sustainable recreation and tourism opportunities
represented by the Shannon Estuary, the potential to create new walkways by linking existing areas
of open space and woodland and the opportunity to develop Greenways for cycling and walking.and
blueways for boating activities. In order to support decision-making in increasing recreation and
tourism opportunities along the coastline, which is in close proximity to European Sites, the carrying
capacity of SACs/SPAs will need to be established to understand what limits should be set for the
extent of development.

8.0 | Social Infrastructure

The Limerick Shannon MASP supports ongoing collaboration with regional stakeholders to ensure
that social infrastructure such as education, health and communities’ facilities are provided and to
ensure that opportunities for social as well as physical regeneration are realised. See also Chapter 7
(Quality of Life) for further details.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 19: Social Inclusion

a. It is an objective to seek investment in delivering actiehs—andthe stakeholder initiatives of the
Local Economic Community Plans (LECPs) of Limerick City and County Council and Clare County
Council to strengthen community infrastructure and promote social inclusion for all citizens across
all our communities,

b. It is an objective to seek investment in initiatives that achieve the physical, economic, social and
environmental regeneration of disadvantaged areas in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area, in
particular supporting the ongoing regeneration of the Limerick City RAPID areas.

c. It is an objective to support the development of an inter-agency Social Enterprise Strategy to
support the retention and expansion of existing social enterprises and the development of new

social enterprises.







Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 20: Lifelong Learning and Skills

a. It is an objective to support investment in Higher Education Institutes, the Education and Training
Board, apprenticeships and skills development in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area as an



enabler for jobs growth. This includes, inter alia, investment in LIT, UL, associated research institutes
and facilities, the Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board and initiatives applied to the
Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area under the Mid-West Regional Skills Forum and Mid-West
Action Plan for Jobs.

b. It is an objective to support Limerick as a Learning City, and Limerick’s role in the UNESCO Global
Network of Learning Cities. It is also an objective to seek investment in initiatives under the Learning
City initiative and to support the spread of such initiatives in the metropolitan area and region wide.

Limerick Shannon MASP Policy Objective 21: Healthy Cities and Health Infrastructure

a. It is an objective to seek investment in health service infrastructure within the Limerick Shannon
MASP to meet existing and future regional population growth including supporting University
Hospital Limerick to develop a consolidated integrated health district incorporating acute care,
primary care, health education, innovation and research. It is an objective to grow and develop
health care facilities as proposed by the University Hospital Limerick in their Strategic Plan.

b. It is an objective to support the role of Limerick as a WHO Healthy City and seek investment in the
delivery of recreation, environmental improvements, active travel and health services infrastructure
that retains and improves on this status.
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